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Welcome to Union County 
 On behalf of our nearly 550,000 residents, the Union County 
Board of Chosen Freeholders welcomes you to our home. It is hard, some-
times, to see our history, but it is here and it is our hope that this guide to 
Union County will help you find it.  

 In one of the most densely populated and developed regions in the 
country, it is sometimes difficult to imagine what this area was like ages 
ago: home to the Lenni Lenape, who fished and sowed a verdant land; later 
to some of the earliest European colonists and the vast woodlands they 
would clear for their farms; and in time, home to industry, which long  
before the invention of electricity, would harness the power of rivers and 
brooks to drive mills and factories.”  

 Union County welcomes you to explore our many historic sites, 
museums, and trails to learn about our rich past, one that reflects the  
evolution of America itself, from a colony of the Crown to a thriving  
metropolis. In addition to the sites the County maintains, many of the 21 
communities have their own local historic sites. Visiting hours vary, so 
checking ahead is always helpful.  
 Every fall, on the third weekend in October, Union County hosts 
Four Centuries In A Weekend, when all sites are open for two days and 
you are invited to the celebration. 
 Whether it's bringing the kids to the Deserted Village to play  
colonial games and drink freshly pressed cider, or going to the Boudinot 
Mansion in Elizabeth, where a young Alexander Hamilton lived while  
attending school and where Elias Boudinot lunched with George  
Washington who was en route to his inauguration as the first President of 
the United States of America--it is a weekend of learning and fun. 
 This book is divided into some of the major historic eras that  
define the evolution of Union County, but you may explore in any fashion 
you wish, whether by geography or mode of transportation. In  addition to 
traveling by car, there is list of historic sites that are accessible via mass 
transit, as they are a short walk from the local NJ Transit rail station. And 
for the avid hikers out there, Union County has several History Trails, 
ranging from a 1/2-mile to 13 miles. 
 Whether you begin your explorations in "Elizabethtown", New 
Jersey's first English-speaking settlement founded by Capt. Philip Carteret 
in 1664, or you make your way to the Merchants & Drovers Tavern in 
Rahway, where weary travelers would rest for the night and perhaps  
imbibe a pint or two, on what was one of the most heavily traveled routes 
in the nation--even through the early 1900s when St. George's Avenue was 
part of the Lincoln Highway--traveled by a young soldier named Dwight 
Eisenhower--your adventure can begin just about anywhere in Union 
County.   

 So enjoy! 

Let the Journey Begin! 
 
Hear the Union County stories of evolution and growth as told through 
27 historic structures built in the 17th, 18th, 19th and 20th centuries as 
homes or businesses that depict the lives of their owners. Whether an 
early mansion, farmhouse, business establishment or historic cemetery, 
the walls and grounds hold open and closed secrets of colonial  
discontent and revolutionary fervor, placid farm life and Victorian  
elegance, early medical care and even an original one-stop shopping 
store.  
 

Each site, which contain important collections of fine and decorative 
arts, furniture, farm implements, toys and documents, are primary 
sources of local history. Most sites are in their original locations and 
preserved; a few have been moved to avoid demolition, saving them for 
future generations. 
 

Thematic Clustering of the sites has created the context for the  
presentation of Four Centuries of Union County history. Each cluster 
reflect life and events during a particular era. As buildings were altered 
over the centuries to meet changing needs and styles, some sites appear 
in more than one cluster. 
 

Select a cluster of sites, or mix and match: 

Early Aristocracy (1665 - 1812) 

Farm Life (1686 - 1840) 

Revolutionary Front Lines (1763 - 1783) 

Commerce & Industry (1820 - 1928) 

Victorian Resorts & Suburbs (1837 - 1920) 
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Early Aristocracy 
1663 - 1812 

 
 
 
 
The English government encouraged settlement of the new coun-
try. Many families, who had already emigrated to Long Island and 
Connecticut, moved to Elizabethtown. They were experienced in 
the hardships of clearing land for houses and fields, and they 
sought self-government and freedom in religious matters. By the 
middle of the 18th century, Elizabethtown had grown into a  
prosperous community of 800 inhabitants. New houses and  
additions to existing ones met the demands of the growing  
population.  
 

Statesmen and leaders of the emerging nation and their families  
enjoyed life on estates in large houses surrounded by gardens and 
apple and peach orchards. Elizabethtown was connected to larger 
cities through a ferry service. Stagecoaches made stops in  
Elizabethtown during regular trips between New York and  
Philadelphia.  
 

Get a glimpse of the birth of our nation and the aristocratic way of 
life by visiting: 
 

Boxwood Hall 
First Presbyterian Church 
Liberty Hall 

5 
6 

26 
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Farm Life 
1686 - 1840 

 
 
 
 
While the city life of Elizabethtown flourished, outlying areas 
were largely agricultural. One hundred fifty families tended over 
40,000 acres of farmland. 
 

Life on the farm was demanding on all members of the family, 
with taxing chores for the head of the household, the youngest of 
children and everyone in between. Together with African and  
Indian slaves, indentured servants and immigrants, they produced 
every necessity of life including shelter, food and clothing while 
caring for their land, crops and livestock. 
 

Step inside authentic farmhouses and experience the challenges 
and rewards of life on an 18th century farmstead: 
 
 Dr. William Robinson Plantation-Museum 
 Woodruff House/Eaton Store Museum 
 Salt Box Museum 
 Carter House 
 Miller-Cory House Museum9 

3 
9 

27 

21 

12 
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Revolutionary Front Line 
1763 - 1783 

 
 
 
Everyday life was interrupted by skirmishes and battles between 
British and Colonial troops fighting for independence from  
England. New Jersey was a battleground of the American  
Revolution with more major battles fought here than in any other 
colony. The countryside was ravaged as both British and Colonial 
troops sought food for their men and horses. The daily lives of 
Elizabethtown residents were filled with anguish. 
 

People were badly divided on the issues of the conflict. Driven by 
their desire for freedom, many men left their farms and families to 
join the militia. In some instances, men within a single family 
fought against each other and neighbor fought against neighbor. 
Loyalists or Tories sided with the King. Some enlisted to fight 
against the rebellion. Some went to live on Staten Island, which 
was a refuge for Loyalists. 
 

The battles of Connecticut Farms (Union) and Springfield,  
occurring in June 1780, were a last attempt by the British to  
re-establish authority in New Jersey. Due to their defense tactics, 
Colonial troops and the local militia halted the British, making the 
Battle of Springfield the last major engagement fought in the 
northern colonies. 
 

Learn more about this troubled time in our nation’s history by  
visiting: 
 Drake House Museum 
 Abraham Clark House 
 Ash Brook Reservation (The Battle of the Short Hills) 
 Osborn Cannonball House 
 Cannon Ball House 
 Caldwell Parsonage12 
20 

13 
16 

25 

20 

18 
19 
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Commerce & Industry 
1820 - 1928 

 

 
 
 
While the city life of Elizabethtown flourished, stagecoaches 
made regular trips along the King’s Highway (St. Georges Ave-
nue) and the Old York Road (Route 28) to outlying rural areas. 
The Stage House Inn in Scotch Plains (which still operates as a 
tavern) and the Merchants and Drovers Tavern in Rahway were 
centers of commerce in the early 1800s, witnessing business trans-
actions, elections, public meetings and providing entertainment. 
 

The Elizabethtown area became a major manufacturing center and 
transportation corridor due to its proximity to New York and  
Philadelphia. Industries developed near water and rail to move 
their goods to major markets.  
 

With the first railroad charter in 1830, the economic life of the 
county was greatly affected. Three major railroads ran through the 
county, opening farmland to developers. Horse-driven wagons 
and stagecoaches gave way to steam locomotives, accelerating the 
growth of towns and cities. 
 

In the late 1800s, development of Hillside, Roselle Park,  
Kenilworth, Rahway and Linden flourished as industries attracted 
new workers. Housing was built nearby to accommodate the 
growing number of workers and their families. 
 

Understand the early impact of Union County’s industry, trade 
and residential housing by visiting: 
 Deserted Village of Feltville-Glenside Park 
 Historic Fanwood Train Station Museum 
 Woodruff House/Eaton Store 
 Oswald J. Nitschke House 
 Merchants and Drovers Tavern 
 Union County Performing Arts Center 
 Roselle Park Museum20 

26 

1 
7 

14 

10 

9 
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Victorian Resorts & Suburbs 
1837 - 1920 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Rapid industrial growth in the first half of the 19th century gave 
an emerging managerial class wealth and leisure time. Victorians 
idealized the rural life, and city dwellers looked to the hills and 
farms of New Jersey for vacation accommodations. 
 

In the 1880s, residents of New York City boarded trains to  
Plainfield, where they were guests at the City’s five resort hotels. 
Executives of the Central Railroad Company of New Jersey saw 
the opportunity for development and promoted housing  
subdivisions in Plainfield, Fanwood, Westfield, Cranford, Roselle 
and Roselle Park. Summertime vacationers became year-round 
residents with 22 daily trains carrying them to and from the city.  
 

Watchung Mountain communities, served by the Morris and  
Essex Railroads, were especially attractive vacation destinations. 
Summit’s lavish hotels catered to affluent visitors and, a short  
distance away, Glenside Park offered a rustic retreat. Eventually, 
many of these vacationers built substantial houses in the “Hill 
City,” and a suburban community was born.  
 

The long reign of Britain’s Queen Victoria influenced all facets of 
life and culture throughout the Western world. The classical ideal 
gave way to the romantic. The picturesque and the complex  
replaced simplicity and balance. Passion, grandeur and lack of 
restraint were expressed in art, architecture and landscapes. 
 

Victorian architecture included a number of styles, each  
experiencing a short period of popularity during the 44 years of 
Queen Victoria of England’s reign.  
 
 
6 

Victorian Resorts & Suburbs 
Continued . . . 
 
Garden and cemetery planning was also influenced by the  
Victorian aesthetic. Park-like cemeteries contained a variety of 
stones and monuments often decorated with statues and other 
sculptural embellishments. 
 
To learn more about the Victorian era, visit: 
 Deserted Village of Feltville-Glenside Park 
 Littell-Lord Farmstead 
 Crane-Phillips House Museum 
 Evergreen Cemetery 
 Deacon Andrew Hetfield House 
 Drake House Museum 
 Reeves-Reed Arboretum 
 Summit Playhouse 
 Twin Maples 
 Reeve History & Cultural Resource Center 

1 
2 

11 

8 

4 

13 
22 
23 
24 
28 
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BERKELEY HEIGHTS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    DESERTED VILLAGE OF FELTVILLE-GLENSIDE PARK 
Cataract Hollow Road 

 

This 1845 town was the creation of New York businessman David Felt. 
Today, it contains 10 buildings and the archaeological remains of a vibrant 
community populated, in part, by European immigrants. At its height, 
Feltville included a school, church/general store and a factory on the Blue 
Brook while rows of cottages housed workers and their families. “King 
David” sold Feltville in 1860. After several failed enterprises, it was reborn 
in 1882 as Glenside Park, a summer resort. Adirondack porches  
transformed workers’ houses into vacation cottages enjoyed by city  
dwellers.  
 

Suburbanization led to the resort’s closure in 1916. Today, the Deserted 
Village is nestled in the Watchung Reservation, Union County’s 2,142-
acre nature preserve. 
 

Featuring: 
  • Revolutionary War period cemetery 
  • Restored church/store buildings with interpretive exhibits 
  • Restored ca. 1882 Masker’s Barn Carriage House 
 

Year-Round Hours: 
  Grounds open everyday during daylight hours 
  Visitor Center open Noon to 5:00 pm on Saturdays, Sundays & Holidays 
 

  Operated by Union County Department of Parks and Recreation  
   Listed on the National and State Registers of Historic Places 
  (908) 527-4900 dv@ucnj.org ucnj.org/dv 

1 
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LITTELL-LORD FARMSTEAD 
31 Horseshoe Road 

 

A pastoral site that includes a 19th-century Gothic cottage, stone  
springhouse, summer kitchen, Osage orange trees and a pond, 
provides the setting for the Littell-Lord House. The charming  
rural complex is a rare reminder of Union County’s agricultural 
past. Built about 1760 by Andrew Littell, a farmer and weaver, 
the house was owned and lived in for more than 100 years by the 
Lord family, who purchased the site in 1867. The first floor  
features an Empire-Victorian parlor and a 19th  century kitchen. 
A staircase leads to an enlarged second floor, once a small loft. 
Upstairs is a child’s room containing antique toys and a Victorian 
bedroom with cottage furniture. 
 

Featuring: 
  • “Hands-on” replica 19th-century toys 
  • Last stone springhouse in Union County 
  • Pump house 
  • Corncrib 
 

Year-Round Hours: 
  Every third Sunday 2:00 - 4:00 pm (April-December) 
  and by appointment 
 

  Operated by the Historical Society of Berkeley Heights 
  Listed on the National and State Registers of Historic Places 
  (908) 219-4715  

BERKELEY HEIGHTS 

2 
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CLARK 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   DR. WILLIAM ROBINSON PLANTATION MUSEUM 
593 Madison Hill Road 

 

A rare example of 17th-century architecture in New Jersey, this  
post-medieval English-style house was built around 1690. A  
medicine room reflects the profession of  Dr. William Robinson, one 
of the few physicians in East New Jersey at the time. He practiced 
Physick, a popular form of healing with plants and herbs, and also 
performed Chirurgery, or surgery. Unusual architectural features 
abound, including wide floorboards and a 20-inch wide summer 
beam. The hall, with its large fireplace, is complete with period fur-
nishing. A box-like winder staircase leads to the second floor, where 
Dr. Robinson’s last will and maps are displayed. 
 

Featuring: 
  • Medicine room and related items 
  • Original wood peg rafters and gunstock posts 
  • Indian mortar stone, corn crib and old stepping stone 

  • Milk wagon from 1912 
  • Antique hand & farming tools on display 
  • Garrison roof overhang 
  • Basement filled with artifacts 
  • Museum Souvenir and Gift Shop 
 

Year-Round Hours: 
  Open house every third Sunday, 12:00 - 4:00 pm ; Closed July,  
 August, January and February  and by appointment 
 

  Operated by the Clark Historical Society 
  Listed on the National and State Registers of Historic Places 
  (732) 340-1571 dr.robinsonplantation@hotmail.com 
  www.DrRobinsonMuseum.org 
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CRANE-PHILLIPS HOUSE MUSEUM 
124 North Union Avenue 

 

This American Civil War veteran’s cottage stands next to the Rahway 
River near the 18th century river crossing, “Crane’s Ford.” An outstanding 
example of Andrew Jackson Downing architecture, it is dressed in its orig-
inal 1870s Victorian colors. The museum offers a rare glimpse of the life 
of a modest veteran’s family in the Victorian Era of opulence. Permanent 
and changing exhibits, featuring items from the Society’s costume, tool 
and local history collections, are displayed. 
 

The House has been named to “Save America’s Treasures” by the White 
House and the National Trust for Historic Preservation. It is among only 
27 such sites in the state of New Jersey, and it is the only “American 
Treasure” in Union County. Nearby, the Hanson House, Society headquar-
ters at 38 Springfield Avenue, contains a library and archives. 
 

Featuring: 
  • 350 years of farming from beans and corn of the Lenni-Lenape to the 
    CSA farm boxes of Dreyer’s Farm 
  • Museum Docents will be on hand to discuss farming in Cranford 
 through the years 
 

Year-Round Hours: 
  Sunday, 2:00 - 4:00 pm (September - Memorial Day) 
  and by appointment 
 

  Operated by the Cranford Historical Society 
  Listed on the National and State Registers of Historic Places 
  (908) 276-0082 cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net 
  www.cranfordhistoricalsociety.com 

CRANFORD 

4            
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ELIZABETH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

BOXWOOD HALL STATE HISTORIC SITE 
Boudinot Mansion  

1073 East Jersey Street 
 

Prominent American statesmen of the late 18th and early 19th centuries 
had ties to this handsome Georgian house. In 1772, it became the home of 
Elias Boudinot, who served as a President of the Continental Congress. 
For a year during Boudinot’s residency, young Alexander Hamilton lived 
at Boxwood Hall while he attended school in Elizabethtown. George 
Washington lunched with Boudinot and a committee of Congressmen in 
1789 while en route to his inauguration. In 1795, the house was sold to 
Jonathan Dayton, signer of the Constitution, Speaker of the US House of 
Representatives and member of the US Senate. In 1824, Dayton hosted 
the Marquis de Lafayette during his American tour. 
 
 

Featuring: 
  • Phase 1 of an interior facelift: entry hall and four of the rooms will  
 dazzle with period wallpaper & fabrics. All of the rooms have been  
 reconfigured, so that each focuses on a specific time during the 250 
 year life of Boxwood Hall. 
 

Year-Round Hours: 
  Usually Monday - Friday: 9:00 am - noon & 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm 
  (call to confirm) 
  Weekends by appointment 
 
  Operated by Boxwood Hall State Historic Site, 
  New Jersey Division of Parks and Forestry 
  Listed on the National and State Registers of Historic Places 
  National Historic Landmark 
  (908) 282-7617 Boxwood73@aol.com 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF ELIZABETH 

 & SNYDER ACADEMY 
 42 Broad Street 

 

“Old First” remains at the center of Elizabeth Town, 350 years after a small 
group of Associates signed a treaty for the land on October 28, 1664,  
establishing the first English-speaking congregation in New Jersey. The 
original building was the weekday meeting house for public affairs, and a 
house of worship on Sundays. The first Governor, Phillip Carteret,  
maintained his office there and the first meeting of the New Jersey  
legislature was held in 1668. The present sanctuary was opened in 1790 af-
ter the British burned the earlier buildings in 1780. A new steeple was  
installed in August 2008, replacing the spire lost to the fire in 1946.        

Featuring: 
   • Building dating from the 1780s, interior restored to the style of the period 
   • American Revolutionary Burial Ground with over 2,100 grave sites 
       spanning four centuries; final resting place of Jonathan Dickinson,  
       founder of Princeton University; Rev. James Caldwell pastor and Army 
       Chaplin during the Revolutionary War, and wife Hannah, both of whom 
       were killed. 
 

Year-Round Hours: 
   9:00 am - 5:00 pm daily 
 

   Operated by the First Presbyterian Church of Elizabeth, and the Old First 
   Historic Trust 
   Listed on the National and State Registers of Historic Places    

   First Presbyterian Church 
   (908) 353-2131    admin@fpcenj.org www.fpcenj.org     

   Snyder Academy 
   (908) 353-2132   exdir@acadenj.org www.acadenj.org 

ELIZABETH 

6        
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FANWOOD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HISTORIC FANWOOD TRAIN STATION 
230 North Avenue 

 

In 1874 the right of way to the Central Railroad of New Jersey was 
moved from present day Midway Avenue to its current location. This 
Victorian Gothic structure was built and used as a railroad station until 
1965. The Station is an excellent example of frame Victorian Gothic 
architecture. It is the oldest remaining railroad station in Union County. 
The museum houses artifacts documenting the Borough’s historic ties to 
the Central Railroad of New Jersey, and its land development company 
that constructed some of the Victorian and Queen Anne homes in the 
Fanwood Park Historic District. 
 

Featuring: 
   • The borough’s first ballot box, area maps, and archival photographs 
   • Memorabilia and records from the Fanwood Volunteer Fire Company  
   • Historic pot-bellied stove  
   • Archival documents available for research including complete census 
     data on Fanwood:1880, 1900, 1910, 1920 and 1930; Books and 
     magazines on historic preservation 
 

Year-Round Hours: 
   October through June: first Sunday of each month, 2:00 - 4:00 pm;  
   and by appointment 
 

   Operated by the Fanwood Historic Preservation Commission Fanwood 
   Park Historical District; listed on the National and State Registers of 
   Historic Places, 2005 
   (908) 322-8236 
   www.fanwoodnj.org 
 
 

7 
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EVERGREEN CEMETERY 
1137 North Broad Street 

 

When small church graveyards became too crowded, Evergreen Cem-
etery was created in 1853 as an interdenominational, rural burial 
ground. Its picturesque landscape, designed to preserve the natural 
terrain and existing trees, reflects the romantic, Victorian view of 
death. Today, the cemetery’s expansive park-like grounds double as a 
nature preserve. Mausoleums and more than 10,000 monuments make 
Evergreen a virtual museum of funerary art. Special sections, such as 
the plot devoted to Civil War soldiers, illustrate historical and social 
developments in American History. 
 

Drive by the English Tudor Chapel designed in 1932 by an Elizabeth  
architect, C. Godfrey Poggi, located at the Dayton Avenue entrance. 
 

Featuring: 
  • 300-year-old white oak and copper beech trees 
  • Early Union County pioneers 
  • Historic Hebrew burial plot and areas devoted to ethnic groups, 
     including a Gypsy section 
  • Graves of well-known writers, including Stephen Crane, Mary 
     Mapes Dodge and Edward Stratemeyer 
  • Largest Civil War Veterans Section in Union County and  
    100 pound Parrott Guns 
 

Year-Round Hours: 
  Daily hours 8:00 am - 4:30 pm 
 

  Operated by Evergreen Cemetery Trustees 
  Listed on the National and State Registers of  
  Historic Places 
  (908) 352-7940 

HILLSIDE 
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HILLSIDE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WOODRUFF HOUSE EATON STORE MUSEUM 
111 Conant Street 

 

The Woodruff House was built in 1735 on land granted to John  
Woodruff in 1666. The first floor is furnished with circa 1800  
antiques, including Woodruff memorabilia from the Earl and Lyon  
families. The house consists of the original 1735 side, an addition from 
1790 and the 1900 Eaton Store. The restored Eaton Store illustrates a 
vast difference between a neighborhood store of the early 1900s and a 
supermarket of today. The store has the original counter, coffee grinder 
and gas lamp; the shelves are stocked with hundreds of products from 
long ago. 
 

The property, originally an apple orchard, now has a reproduction post 
and beam barn with various items on display, old farm equipment, a 
two-seater privy, water pump, well and archival center. The Phil  
Rizzuto All Sports Museum houses a collection of memorabilia from 
Hillside resident and Baseball Hall of Famer, the late Phil Rizzuto, 
along with some memorabilia from other Hillside sports figures. 
  
 

Year-Round Hours: 
  Third Sunday of each month, 2:00 - 4:00 pm; by appointment 
 

  Operated by the Hillside Historical Society 
  Listed on the National and State Registers of  Historic Places 
  (908) 353-8828 
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OSWALD J. NITSCHKE HOUSE 
 49 South 21st Street 

 

The Nitschke House (c. 1880) is one of Kenilworth’s original  
clapboard, wood-frame farmhouses, and represents the architectural 
style typical of homes built in the area in the 1800s. The house is 
named for one of Kenilworth’s pioneers, Oswald J. Nitschke, who 
owned the home and resided there in the early 1900s. He advocated 
the 1907 incorporation of Kenilworth and was elected to the first 
Council, serving more than seven years. A three term mayor, Nitschke 
was responsible for development of the unique 120’ wide Boulevard 
and its extension through the Union County Park System. The  
Kenilworth Historical Society has restored the house and transformed 
it into a “living history” museum and cultural center.  
 

Featuring: 
  • tour of newly restored Nitschke House furnished in the late   
    19th/20th century periods 
  • Wheelchair accessibility with elevator 
 

Year-Round Hours: 
  Tours by appointment and by special occasions  
 

  Operated by the Kenilworth Historical Society 
  Listed on the National and State Registers of Historic Places 
 Wheelchair accessible with elevator 
  (908) 276-9090 
  www.kenilworthhistoricalsociety.org 

KENILWORTH 

10         

Photo by Wing Wong (Memories, TTL) 
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MOUNTAINSIDE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DEACON ANDREW HETFIELD HOUSE 
Constitution Plaza 

 

Originally constructed by Deacon Andrew Hetfield in about 1760, this 
house expanded in stages to meet the needs of the Hetfield family dur-
ing their 186 year occupancy. By 1830, a simple colonial farmhouse 
had been transformed into a center-hall Georgian residence. Also 
known as the “Dutch Oven House”, the building has been moved 
twice, first to protect it from a Route 22 widening. Used briefly as a 
tea room and antiques shop, the house was once rented to MacKinlay 
Kantor, author of the Civil War novel, Andersonville. The structure 
was saved from demolition in 1985, when it was moved a second time 
to another part of the original Hetfield property. 
 

Featuring: 
  • 19th century Victorian-era bay window 
 • Recreated colonial kitchen 
 • Victorian parlor furnished with antiques 
 
Year-Round Hours: 
  Every third Sunday 1:00 - 3:00 pm (March - May/September -  
  October) 
  
  Operated by the Mountainside Restoration Committee 
  Listed on the National and State Registers of Historic Places 
  (908) 789-9420 Hetfieldhouse1@yahoo.com 
  www.mountainsidehistory.org 

11                 
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SALT BOX MUSEUM 
1350 Springfield Avenue 

 

When two houses constructed at different locations during the 1840s 
were joined in the mid-19th century, the house, now known as the 
Salt Box Museum, was created. The house’s shape, with its steep, 
sloping rear roof, resembles the box in which salt used to be kept. In 
1967, the entire house was moved across Springfield Avenue to its 
present site. Today, the first floor is furnished to represent a typical 
New Jersey farmhouse of the mid-19th century. The Mason Room at 
the New Providence Library, 377 Elkwood Avenue, houses the  
Society’s collection of rare documents, maps, photographs and oral 
history tapes. 
 

Featuring: 
  • 1840s furnishings 
  • Dresses of the 1800s - 1900s 
  • Hand-woven coverlet 
  • Brewster clock 
  • Copper lustre tea set 
  • Hay wagon on lawn with farm equipment 
 

Year-Round Hours: 
  March - October, 1st Sunday of the month 
 November - February, by appointment 
 

  Operated by the New Providence Historical Society 
  (908) 665-6465 Kale.linda@yahoo.com 
 www.newprovidencehistorical.com 

NEW PROVIDENCE 

12          
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PLAINFIELD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DRAKE HOUSE MUSEUM 
602 West Front Street 

 

The Nathaniel Drake House, headquarters of the Historical Society of  
Plainfield, was built in 1746. Nestled within the towers and slate roof is 
the original farmhouse once used as George Washington’s headquarters 
during the Battle of Short Hills, June 25, 1777. 

In 1864, John S. Harberger, a New York City bank president, enlarged 
and embellished the house in the Victorian style, making it his summer 
home during Plainfield’s development as a commuter suburb.  

Today, period rooms portray both the farm life of the Drakes and the 
suburban life of the Harbergers. Significant American paintings, folk 
art, period furniture and decorative pieces make this site a museum of 
both history and art. 
 
Featuring:  
  • 7’ x 9’ Civil War painting by Julian Scott  
  • The opulent Harberger Library  
  • Exhibit Gallery  
  • Period Rooms - Colonial and Victorian Eras  

Year-Round Hours:  
  Sundays, 2:00 - 4:00 pm and other days by appointment  
  Operated by the Historical Society of Plainfield  
  Listed on the National and State Registers of Historic Places  
  (908) 755-5831 drakehouseplainfieldnj@gmail.com 
  www.drakehouseplainfieldnj.org 
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MERCHANTS AND DROVERS TAVERN 
1632 St. Georges Avenue 

 

As a Tavern and Stagecoach stop, this early 19th-century hotel was the  
scene of auctions, public meetings, elections, business transactions,  
entertainment, horse breeding and a host of other activities. The  
handsome Federal style inn contains a taproom, two parlors, 12  
bedrooms and a kitchen wing with a working fireplace. Originally a 
house and store, the 1790s structure was adapted to tavern use in 1798. 
A circa 1820 addition created the imposing building that stands today, 
its four stories making it a rare example of an early public house. The 
smaller, mid-18th century Terrill Tavern was moved to the property in 
the 1970s where it now stands as the museum shop. 
  

Featuring: 
  • Restored early 19th-century hotel 
  • Period rooms furnished with antiques 
  • First person accounts of the early 1800s 
  • Exhibits on tavern life and stagecoach transportation 
  • Tavern yard restoration 
 

Year-Round Hours: 
  Every Tuesday, Thursday and Friday: 10:00am - 4:00pm 
  1st & 3rd Saturday and 2nd & 4th Sunday of each month 
 

  Owned and operated by the Merchants and Drovers Tavern Museum  
  Association 
  Listed on the National and State Registers of Historic Places 
  (732) 381-0441 merchantsanddrovers@gmail.com 
  www.merchantsanddrovers.org 

RAHWAY 
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RAHWAY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   UNION COUNTY PERFORMING ARTS CENTER 
1601 Irving Street 

 

This classic Vaudeville house opened as the Rahway Theater on  
October 16, 1928 and featured a magnificent Wurlitzer pipe organ. 
This organ was the catalyst for the preservation effort from which the 
1,300 seat Arts Center emerged. Carefully restored to its golden age 
of grandeur, the Arts Center is a monument of an age gone by. The 
Union County Performing Arts Center is a non-profit 501(c)(3)  
corporation operating in the historic Rahway Theatre. Enjoying a 
prime location in Union County, UCPAC is dedicated to making this 
landmark theatre your choice for the performing arts - for education, 
inspiration and entertainment. This historic landmark is the  
cornerstone of the Rahway Arts District. 
 

Featuring:  
  • Historic marquee with 2,500 lights 
  • Restored Orchestra Pit 
  • 9-foot chandelier with over 500 lights 
  • The "Biggest Little Wurlitzer" organ 
 

Year-Round Hours: 
  Tours are available by appointment. 
 

  Operated by the Union County Performing Arts Center, Inc. 
  Listed on the National and State Registers of Historic Places 
 

  Administration Office: (732) 499-0441 
  Box Office: (732) 499-8226 
  www.ucpac.org  (check for scheduled events) 
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ABRAHAM CLARK MEMORIAL HOUSE 
101 West Ninth Avenue 

 

Abraham Clark boldly demonstrated his support of the Revolution as a 
New Jersey signer of the Declaration of Independence. He was born in 
what is now Roselle on February 15, 1726, the only child of Thomas 
Clark. He became a surveyor and studied common law. Clark and his 
wife Sarah raised ten children in their farmhouse, built in 1705.  
 

The house burned in 1900, but a replica was constructed in 1941. The 
original house stood a short distance from the current site on what is 
now Crane Street, near Wheatsheaf Road, which was known as Spring-
field Road in  Colonial times. The design of the house was based on old 
photographs and existing known facts from later owners and residents. 
The lot on which it stands was donated to the Abraham Clark Chapter of 
Sons of the American Revolution (SAR) by Mr. William M. Crane, 
once a part of the original Clark Farm in the eighteenth century. 
 

The Office of New Jersey State Society of the Sons of the American 
Revolution (SAR) and its Archives are located at the Memorial House. 
 

Featuring: 
  • Life and Times of Abraham Clark and history of Roselle 
 

Year-Round Hours: 
  by appointment 
  

  Operated by the Sons of the American Revolution 
  Houses the Archives of the New Jersey State Society of the 
  Sons of the American Revolution (SAR) 
  

  (732) 221-7211 

ROSELLE 
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ROSELLE PARK MUSEUM 

9 West Grant Avenue 
 

The Roselle Park Museum displays photographs, documents and  
memorabilia related to the history of Roselle Park and offers  
changing exhibits of topical interest. Our borough was shaped by the 
railroad, and  by the 1860’s, the station along Central Railroad of 
New Jersey had become the nucleus of a small village. Farming  
remained prominent in the 1880’s. By 1883 the Charles Stone Store 
on Westfield Avenue became the first store in the world lighted by 
Edison’s incandescent lamp.  Industrial development along the  
railroad corridor included the Marconi Wireless Telegraph Company 
of America, established in 1912, which manufactured much of the 
wireless equipment used in WWI. David Sarnoff worked at this  
facility as Commercial Manager and later became Chairman of RCA. 
RCA’s radio station WDY, housed in Roselle Park’s Marconi facility, 
became one of the earliest licensed broadcasting stations in the United 
States. 
 

Featuring: 
  • History of the 100th Anniversary of the Roselle Park Policeman’s 
 Benevolent Association (PBA)   

Year-Round Hours: 
  Wednesdays and Saturdays: 10:00 am - 1:00 pm and by appointment 
 

  Operated by the Roselle Park Historical Society 
  (908) 245-1776 roselleparkmuseum@gmail.com 
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ASH BROOK RESERVATION 
Battle of the Short Hills 

1776 Raritan Road 
 

On  June 26, 1777, on the plains below the Watchungs, Gen.  
Washington’s Continental Forces of under 6,000 men fought a run-
ning battle with combined British and Hessian Troops numbering 
nearly 12,000.  Gen. William Howe, feigning a retreat, sought to 
lure the colonial forces to the lowlands and crush them.  
 
What started in Metuchen would soon make its way to the Ash 
Swamp, where delaying tactics  gave  Washington’s troops and local 
militia enough time to return to the safety of the Watchungs.  Ash 
Brook is now one of the stops along the new Battle of the Short Hills 
Historic Trail. 
 
Featuring: 
  • nature trail leading into the swamp for those who would like to 

see first-hand the conditions troops faced. 
 
  ucnj.org/trails 

Battle of the Short Hills Monument at the entrance of the Ash Brook Golf Course  
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OSBORN CANNONBALL HOUSE 
1840 Front Street 

 

The white clapboard Osborn Cannonball House is a small jewel in the 
center of Scotch Plains. Brick walks, an arbor and formal gardens sur-
rounded by a white board fence give this property a “Williamsburg” 
feel. Its location, adjacent to the town green and across from the Stage 
House Inn, adds to its interest. Inside, four furnished rooms appointed 
with colonial and early 19th century furnishings will delight the visi-
tor. A parlor reflects Victorian tastes. Built in the 1700s by Jonathan 
and Abigail Osborn, the house takes its name from the cannonball that 
struck it during a Revolutionary War skirmish. 
 
 

Featuring: 
  • Formal gardens 
  • Changing exhibits of period clothing 
 

Year-Round Hours: 
 2:00 - 4:00 pm on the first Sunday of each Month (March - December) 
 and by appointment (closed January and February) 
 

  Operated by the Historical Society of Scotch Plains and Fanwood 
  (908) 757-1885 
  www.historicalsocietyspfnj.org 

SCOTCH PLAINS 
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CANNON BALL HOUSE 
126 Morris Avenue 

 

This mid-18th century house is one of four buildings in Springfield to  
survive being burned by the retreating British Army after the Battle 
of Springfield on June 23, 1780. This was the final major battle of the 
American Revolution in this area. Seven of the eight rooms of the 
house are open to the public. 
 
 

Featuring: 
An exhibit of furniture and artifacts including 18th and 19th  

century household items 
Relics of the Battle of Springfield including the cannon ball 

lodged in the wall of the house on June 23, 1780 
 Special exhibit related to Springfield Schools and a collection of 

essays written by students in 1986 
 

Year-Round Hours: 
 By Appointment 
 

 Operated by the Springfield Historical Society 
 Listed on the National and State Registers of Historic Places 
 (973) 912-4464 ms.bandrowski@yahoo.com 
 www.springfieldhistoricalsociety.webs.com 

SPRINGFIELD 
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CARTER HOUSE 
90 Butler Parkway 

 

Summit’s oldest house, built by Benjamin Carter in the 1740’s, was 
moved in 1986 from its original location near the Passaic River to its 
present site, part of the original Carter farm. An East Jersey cottage, 
it shows a Dutch influence that is unusual in this part of the state. A 
1740-1820 kitchen, 1820-1860 dining room and late Victorian 
library are interpreted with antique furnishings. The house is also the 
archival center of the Summit Historical Society. Collections  
document Summit’s early development as a resort and commuter 
suburb as well as the town’s more recent history. 
 
 

Featuring: 
  • Barn filled with period tools, farm implements, artifacts and 
     more, newly-organized and electrified for the first time 
 

Year-Round Hours: 
  Tuesday: 9:00 am - 12:00 pm, Wednesday: 1:00 - 4:00 pm   

  Operated by the Summit Historical Society 
  (908) 277-1747 president@summitnjhistory.org 
  www.summitnjhistory.org 

SUMMIT 
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REEVES-REED ARBORETUM 
165 Hobart Avenue 

 

Celebrating 40 years as a historic public garden and education resource, 
Reeves-Reed Arboretum (RRA) is a living history museum which  
features the Wisner House and several outbuildings on 13.5 acres of  
pastoral lawns, woodland trails, a glacial bowl and historic gardens. The 
buildings include galleries for cultural exhibits, classroom/workshop 
space for children and adult education programs in a historic carriage 
house, and a library which houses an extensive collection of historic  
documents, photos and books which are available for public access.  
 

Featuring: 
  • The grounds feature historic gardens and woodland hiking trails 
  • The garden library exhibits a collection of historic photos, videos 
 and a collection of gardening books 
  • Art installations on the grounds and in the Wisner House Gallery 
  • Programs and tours for adults and children which  seek to engage, 
 educate and enrich 
 

Year-Round Hours:  
  Open 7 days a week, dawn to dusk, free admission 
 

  Member: American Association of Museums 
       American Public Garden Association 
 

  Operated by the Reeves-Reed Arboretum 
  Listed on the National and State Registers of Historic Places 
  (908) 273-8787 info@reeves-reedarboretum.org 
  www.reeves-reedarboretum.org 
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CALDWELL PARSONAGE 
909 Caldwell Avenue 

 

On June 7, 1780, after the battle of Connecticut Farms, retreating  
British and Hessian Troops passed the parsonage. A shot was fired 
through a bedroom window and Hannah Caldwell, the wife of James 
Caldwell, fell dead. Was it a mistake, or was it murder -- an attempt to 
punish “the Fighting Parson” of the NJ militia and the Continental  
Army? 
 

The British burned the Parsonage, the Connecticut Farms Presbyterian 
Church and other buildings in the area. The Parsonage was rebuilt two 
years later on its original foundation. An artist’s interpretation of Mrs. 
Caldwell’s death appears on the official Seal of Union County. 
 

Today, the Parsonage contains furniture, clothing, personal belongings 
and other items relating to the families who established Connecticut 
Farms (which was incorporated as the Township of Union in 1808).  
Artifacts on display date from the 18th century to the early 20th  
century. 
Featuring: 
  • Painting of the June 7, 1780 Battle of Connecticut Farms 
  • Personal effects of Union’s founding families 
 

Year-Round Hours: 
  2:00 - 5:00 pm on the 3rd Sunday of September, November, March 
 April, May and June or by appointment 
 2nd and 4th Sundays of January and February; Hannah Caldwell Day 
 (June 7) on the Sunday closest to that date and by appointment 
 

  Operated by the Union Township Historical Society 
  Listed on the National and State Registers of Historic Places 
  (908) 687-7977   www.unionhistory.org    
  www.uniontwphistoricalsociety.webs.com 
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LIBERTY HALL MUSEUM 
1003 Morris Avenue 

 

Built in 1772 on the eve of the American Revolution, Liberty Hall Mu-
seum at Kean University chronicles more than 240 years of American 
history. The former residence of William Livingston, New Jersey’s 
first elected governor and signer of the Constitution, Liberty Hall was 
originally constructed as a14-room home in the Georgian style, eventu-
ally expanding into the exquisite 50-room Victorian mansion you see 
today. The museum houses extensive collections of furniture, ceram-
ics, textiles, toys and tools owned by seven generations of the Living-
ston and Kean families. Descendants resided at Liberty Hall until 
1995. 

Featuring: 
  • Furnishing and fashions from nearly every period in American  
 History 
  • 23 Acres of formal gardens, grounds and farmland 
  • Fire House Museum 

Year-round Hours:  
 Monday-Saturday 10:00 am to 4:00 pm  
 Tours every hour: Last leaves at 3:00 pm  

 Operated by the Liberty Hall Museum, Inc.  
 Listed on the National and State Registers of Historic Places 
 908-527-0400 libertyhall@kean.edu 
 www.kean.edu/libertyhall 
   

26       

35 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUMMIT PLAYHOUSE 
10 New England Avenue 

 

Summit, a desirable commuter city, grew as new residents built  
lavish homes after the Civil War. The Summit Library Association, 
incorporated in 1874, kept its books in various locations, including a 
doctor’s office and a store, until George Manley offered a site for the 
library. Residents donated $3,720 to build the Richardsonian  
Romanesque structure designed by Arthur Jennings. The library 
opened on June 10, 1891 and moved to a more spacious building in 
1911. In 1918, the empty library building was leased for $1/year to 
the Dramatic Club (later incorporated as The Playhouse Association), 
which was formed as a relief organization during WWI. In 1960, 
Playhouse co-founder and benefactor, Marjorie Cranstoun Jefferson 
(1887-1988), donated funds that added a 120-seat auditorium to the 
original building. What had been the library is now the stage. Mrs. 
Jefferson directed over 130 plays during her career at the Playhouse. 
 

Featuring: 
  • Jack Manley Rose mural 
  • Metropolitan Opera House water fountain 
  • Mrs. Jefferson’s portrait 
  • Cast photos from 1918 to present 
 

Year-Round Hours: 
  At performance times during fall, winter and spring productions, 
  and by appointment 
 

  Operated by The Playhouse Association 
  908-273-2192 
  www.summitplayhouse.org 

SUMMIT 
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TWIN MAPLES 
214 Springfield Avenue 

 

Twin Maples is an example of a suburban estate typical of those built 
in the Summit area between 1880 and 1920. This colonial revival 
style structure was built in 1908. The house was designed by Alfred 
F. Norris, a well-known New York and Montclair architect. It was 
erected with the finest materials and details of its time. It has an  
appearance similar to the “White House” in Washington. D.C. The 
house remained privately owned until 1949 when it was purchased by 
a women’s club founded in 1893, the Fortnightly Club of Summit. 
 

During 2007-2008, the house underwent significant renovation to  
restore, modernize and beautify the property. Eco-Friendly, energy 
efficient and sustainable materials and systems were utilized through-
out the process. 
 

Featuring: 
  • Open string staircase 
  • Wood burning fireplace 
  • Steinway piano dating back to 1907 
 

Year-Round Hours: 
  Open for club events on 2nd Wednesdays of the months between 
  October and May at 1:00 pm, as well as, Summit Junior Fortnightly 
  meetings at 7:00 p.m. 
 

  Operated by The Fortnightly Club of Summit, Inc. 
  Listed on the National and State Registers of Historic Places 
  (908) 273-0301 Fortnightlyclubtwinmaples@gmail.com 
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MILLER-CORY HOUSE MUSEUM 
614 Mountain Avenue 

 

Eighteenth-Century outbuildings, herb and kitchen gardens help  
create a colonial atmosphere at the Miller-Cory House, where  
interactive tours engage the imagination of children and adults. Built 
about 1740, the small, neat and authentically furnished farmhouse 
stands on its original site along the “road to the mountains.” Visitors 
are introduced to colonial skills and practices as costumed interpreters 
recreate the daily chores and seasonal farm work of rural life in the 
Westfields circa 1740 - 1820. An education complex houses special 
exhibits. 
 

Featuring: 
  • Corn crib, necessary and well house 
  • Museum shop 
 

Year-Round Hours: 
  September through June - open every other Sunday 2:00 - 4:00pm 
  or by appointment   

  Operated by the Miller-Cory House Museum Volunteers 
  Listed on the National and State Registers of Historic Places 
  A site on the New Jersey Women’s Heritage Trail 
  (908) 232-1776 
  millercorymuseum@gmail.com 
  www.millercoryhouse.org   
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REEVE HISTORY & CULTURAL RESOURCE CENTER 
314 Mountain Avenue 

 

The Reeve History & Cultural Resource Center is located at the Westfield 
Historical Society headquarters. The Westfield Historical Society consists of 
the Reeve History & Cultural Resource Center (Reeve House) and the 
Miller Cory House Museum, located at 614 Mountain Ave, Westfield, NJ. 
The Reeve House is fully restored Victorian Italianate home, resplendent 
with many Victorian Antiques and artifacts from Westfield’s history. The  
house originally built in 1872, was lived in until 1898 by the Stitt Family 
who owned the Westfield Hotel, and later by the Reeve Family from 1906 - 
2001. William Reeve served Westfield through a variety of local projects 
including the establishment of the YMCA and the creation of Mindowaskin 
Park in 1918. The  Victorian home now serves the community as a historical 
resource center for Westfield as well as an exhibit center for special events 
throughout the year. A future educational facility which will also house the 
Westfield Historical Society archives, is in the funding stage and will  
provide for a museum and educational facility for the community to learn 
more about Westfield’s rich historical legacy. 
 

Featuring: 
  • Period Victorian antiques throughout the home including period 
  appropriate fixtures and furniture 
  • Fine Art from famous local Westfield artists John Brunner, Harry Devlin 
  and Sigismund Ivanowski 
  • Revolving historical exhibits on life in Westfields of Elizabethtown 
  • The Claire Brownell Memorial Garden 
 

Year-Round Hours: 
  Tours by Appointment July to September 
  September to June: First 2 Sundays of the month 
 

  Operated by the Westfield Historical Society 
  Listed on the National and State Registers of Historic Places  
  (908) 654-1794   info@westfieldhistoricalsociety.org 
  www.westfieldhistoricalsociety.org 
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           Civil War 
William Brant, Jr., Elizabeth 
1842 - March 2, 1898 
1st Lieutenant, Company B, 1st New 
Jersey Veteran Battalion 
 

James Madison Drake, Elizabeth 
March 25, 1837 - Nov. 28, 1915 
Second Lieutenant, Company D, 9th 
NJ Infantry, United States Army 
 

Rufus King, Jr., Elizabeth 
March 21, 1838 - March 18, 1900 
1st Lieutenant, 4th US Artillery  
Regiment, United States Army 
 

Julian A. Scott,  Plainfield 
Feb. 14, 1837 - July 4, 1901 
Drummer, Company E, 3rd Vermont 
Infantry, United States Army 
 

John Williams, II, Elizabethtown 
1828 - Unknown 
Boatswain’s Mate, USS Mohican, 
United States Navy 
 

          Indian Campaigns 
Theodore F. Smith, (Theodore 
Schmidt), Rahway 
Sept. 6, 1852 - June 6, 1925 
Private, Company G, US Calvary, 
United States Army 
 

           World War 1 
Alan Louis Eggers, Summit 
Nov. 2, 1895 - Oct. 3, 1968 
Sergeant, United States Army 
 

Thomas E. O’Shea, Summit 
April 18, 1895 - Sept. 29, 1918 
Corporal, US Army/Machine Gun 
Company, 107th Infantry, 27th  
Division 
 

Fred W. Stockham, Union 
March 16, 1881 - June 22, 1918 
Gunnery Sergeant, 2nd Division, 
American Expeditionary Forces, 96th 
Company, 2nd Battalion, 6th  
Regiment, United States Marine Corp. 
 

           Vietnam War 
Charles Joseph Watters, Cranford 
Jan. 17, 1927 - Nov.19, 1967 
Champlain (Major), Company A, 
173rd Support Battalion, 173rd  
Airborne Brigade, United States Army 

Union County Medal of Honor Memorial 
Union County Court House 

2 South Broad Street, Elizabeth 
(Elizabethtown Plaza and Rahway Avenue) 
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Battle of the Short Hills 
June 26,  1777 

 

On  June 26, 1777, on the plains below the Watchungs, Gen. Washing-
ton’s Continental Forces of under 6,000 men fought a running battle 
with combined British and Hessian Troops numbering nearly 
12,000.  Gen. William Howe, feigning a retreat, sought to lure the  
colonial forces to the lowlands and crush them.  
 
What started in Metuchen would soon make its way to the Ash 
Swamp, where delaying tactics  gave  Washington’s troops and local 
militia enough time to return to the safety of the Watchungs. Ash 
Brook is now one of the stops along the new Battle of the Short Hills 
Historic Trail. 
ucnj.org/trails.  

Map drawn by a Hessian officer showing the battle positions. 
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Battle of Connecticut Farms 
June 7,  1780 

 

At the Battle of Connecticut Farms, General Knyphausen with a force 
of 5,000 landed at De Hart’s Point near Elizabethtown and marched 
toward Morristown on June 7, 1780, meeting resistance from regulars 
and militia under Colonel Elias Dayton and General Lafayette at Con-
necticut Farms, 2 ½ miles southeast of Springfield.  
 
Colonel Dayton’s Regiments were joined by the rest of the New Jersey 
Brigade and General Maxwell. Behind a deep ravine, just southeast of 
the Presbyterian meetinghouse, Maxwell deployed his troops.  As mili-
tiamen continued to pour in, individually and in small groups, Maxwell 
assigned Brigade Major Aaron Ogden to organize them into an effective 
unit. 
 
Here Maxwell’s men, reinforced by the militia, made their stand, beat-
ing back repeated assaults on their positions. As the main body of Kny-
phausen’s army joined the advance column, more and more men were 
thrown against the Americans. For nearly three hours the men of the 
New Jersey Brigade stood firm against the onslaught; but finally, in 
danger of being outflanked, Maxwell was forced to withdraw. 
 
During the fighting, Hannah Caldwell, the wife of the Reverend James 
Caldwell, was slain. At about the same time, the settlement was pillaged 
and put to the torch. Some fourteen dwellings and barns, and even the 
Presbyterian Church, were left in ashes. Knyphausen withdrew the night 
of June 8-9 to De Hart’s Point to entrench. 
 
American losses totaled 15 killed and 40 wounded.  

An original painting by Township of Union artist Larry Felder  
depicting the Battle of Connecticut Farms on June 7, 1780.  
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Battle of Springfield 
June 23, 1780 

 

Fighting at the Battle of Connecticut Farms had reached the edge of the 
Rahway River border with Springfield. Two weeks later, on June 23, 
1780, the 6000 British again crossed the water and Elizabethtown, 
marched through the ruins of Connecticut Farms and faced the 1500 
waiting Americans on the Springfield side of the river. 
 
Confrontations occurred along the Rahway from the bridge at Morris 
Avenue to Vauxhall. Over several hours of intense fighting, the British 
and Hessians pushed into the village of Springfield and further north as 
far as the center of Millburn before being forced to retreat. 
 
During the Battle, the Americans were running out of wadding to load 
their muskets. Rev. James Caldwell distributed Watts hymnals from the 
First Presbyterian Church to the troops, crying "Give 'em Watts, 
boys!" As the British retreated they again burned buildings in the vil-
lage, including the church. The Cannon Ball House, hit by an  
American ball, was one of the few left standing. 
 
The little known Battle of Springfield has great significance as the final 
confrontation of American and Crown forces in northern colonies. Con-
vinced the war was lost to them here, the British forces marched south 
to Yorktown. 

Original painting entitled “Give ‘em Watts Boys,” by John Ward Dunsmore. 
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Skirmishes and Raids at Elizabeth 
January 25, 1780 

 
Between 1776 and 1782, Elizabethtown experienced some  
seventy-five raids, skirmishes, or battles crucial to the struggle for  
democracy. Hessian Brigadier General Knyphausen had settled in a  
defensive position at Elizabethtown Point, while his advance forces  
carried the fight. During a raid on January 25, 1780, The First  
Presbyterian Church was burned. The raid was led by Cornelius  
Hetfield, a Staten Island Tory originally from Elizabethtown, whose 
father was an Elder of the church.  
 
For two weeks Elizabeth was a virtual no-man’s-land, the scene of al-
most daily skirmishes. Such a situation was an open  
invitation to plunder, and the British and Hessians indulged themselves 
in an orgy of looting. Knyphausen burned the town, withdrew to the 
point, and crossed to Staten Island on a pontoon bridge.  

William Alexander, Lord Sterling, a brother-in-law of New Jersey’s  
first state governor, William Livingston, was placed in charge of the  

Elizabethtown troops. Photograph from Benson J. Lossing’s  
The Pictorial Field-Book of the Revolution  
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Archival & Research Resources 

LIBRARY AND ARCHIVAL COLLECTIONS 
 Specific digital projects and equipment to make newspapers 
and collections accessible to the public were made possible in 

part by a HEART (History, Education Art Reaching Thousands) 
Grant from the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders.  

 

Clark Public Library view the Library’s  collection of   
digitized local newspapers. 
 303 Westfield Avenue, Clark, NJ 07066; 732-388-5999 
 www2.youseemore.com/ClarkPL 
 
Cranford Public Library  digital archive of Cranford  
newspapers; Cranford Chronicle (1894-1918 and 1945-2005); Cranford 
Citizen (1898-1921); Cranford Citizen & Chronicle (1921-1944) 
 224 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016; 908-709-7272 
 www.cranford.com/library/links.asp 
 
Genealogical Society of the West Fields Collections: 
Westfield Memorial Library History Room  
 550 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090; 908-789-4090 
 www.westfieldnj.com/gswf/offer 
 
Elizabeth Public Library - Local History and Genealogy  
Reference Dept./ Elizabeth Daily Journal Archives 
 11 South Broad Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07202; 908-354-6060 
 www.elizpl.org 
 
Mountainside Public Library Local History Collection 
Mountainside history, local newspaper archive, Historic  
Hetfield House, local maps and Deserted Village/Feltville; searchable 
database. 
 Constitution Plaza, Mountainside, NJ 07092; 908-233-0115 
 www.mountainsidelibrary.org/resources/local_history 
 
New Providence Memorial Library-The Mason Room 
houses local history collections including pictures, oral history inter-
views, old newspapers, church minutes, store ledgers, clipping, maps, 
brochures and video tapes. 
 377 Elkwood Avenue, New Providence, NJ 07974 
 908-665-0311 
 www.newprovidencelibrary.org 
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Archival & Research Resources 

New Jersey Sons of the American Revolution Records 
 Abraham Clark House, 101 West 9th Avenue, Roselle, NJ 07203 
 908-245-1777 
 
Plainfield Public Library  Local History Room - houses the largest 
local history collection in Union County; State and national resources 
including significant publications on the American Revolution, Civil 
War and Black history; Courier-News (1890-2000) and many other 
digitized photographic collections 
 800 Park Avenue, Plainfield, NJ 07060; 908-757-1111, ext.136 
 Email: localhistory@plfdpl.info  www.plainfieldlibrary.info 
 
Roselle and Linden  Public Libraries - Key word searchable  
database of the digitized Spectator Leader (The Progress) from  
1997-2005, a weekly newspaper covering both communities 
 Roselle Public Library 
 104 West Fourth Avenue, Roselle 
 908-245-5809; www.rosellelibrary.org 
 Linden Free Public Library 
 31 E. Henry Street, Linden 
 908-298-3830; www.lindenpl.org 
 
Rutgers University 
Historical maps of Union County 
 Mapmaker.rutgers.edu/UNION_COUNTY/oldUnion.html 
 
Summit Historical Society - May Room Archival Center 
 90 Butler Parkway, Summit, NJ 07901; 908-277-1747 
 www.summitnjhistory.org 
 
Union County Historical Society - Archives 
 38 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016; 908-276-0082 
 
Westfield Historical Society Museum and Archives  
 Westfield Board of Education Building, 302 Elm Street, 3rd Floor 
 Westfield, NJ 07090 www.westfieldhistoricalsociety.org 
 Hours: Tuesday 10:00 am - 12:00 pm or by appointment 
 908-654-1794 
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Archival & Research Resources 

HISTORIC CEMETERIES FOR  
GENEALOGY RESEARCH 

 

Battle Ground Cemetery - Church and Cannon Chapter, National 
Society Daughters of the American Revolution 
 Corner of Morris And Mountain Avenues, Springfield, NJ 07081 
 www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~njdar/churchandcannon/index.html 
 

Connecticut Farms Presbyterian Church Graveyard 
 Stuyvesant Avenue & Chestnut Street, Union, NJ 07083 
 908-688-3164; www.ctfarms.org/history.html 
 

Evergreen Cemetery - Civil War Soldiers Burials 
 1137 North Broad Street, Hillside, NJ 07205; 908-352-7940 
 

Fairview Cemetery 
 1100 Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07091; 908-232-0781 
 www.westfieldnj.com/fairview 
 

First Presbyterian Church of Elizabeth 
Burial Ground - Revolutionary Cemetery 
 42 Broad Street, Elizabeth, NJ 070201; 908-355-5110 
 

First Presbyterian Church of Springfield - Revolutionary Cemetery 
 Morris Avenue and Church Mall, Springfield, NJ 07090 
 908-233-0301 
 

First Presbyterian Church of Westfield - Revolutionary Cemetery 
 140 Mountain Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090;  908-233-0301 
 

Hazel Wood Cemetery  
 West Lake Avenue, Rahway, NJ 07065;  732-281-2200 
 www.hazelwoodcemetery.org 
 

Rahway and Plainfield Friends (Quaker) 
Meeting House Burial Ground 
 225 Watchung Avenue, Plainfield, NJ 07060; 908-757-5736 
 www.plainfieldquakers.org 
 

Rahway Cemetery - Colonial and Civil War Soldiers 
 1070 St. Georges Avenue, Rahway, NJ 07065 
 www.merchantsanddrovers.org/cemetery-history 
 

Rosedale - Rosehill Cemetery 
 355 East Linden Avenue, Linden, NJ 07036; 908-862-4990 
 www.hazelwoodcemetery.org 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church Colonial Burial Ground 
 32387 Morse Avenue, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076; 908-232-6972 
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Visiting Historic Sites via Mass Transit 
A number of historic sites in Union County are within easy walking distance 
of NJ Transit rail stations. The (#) refers to the site number in this book. 
Raritan Valley Line, sites include: 
 Fanwood: (7) Historic Fanwood Train Station - 230 North Avenue The 

Victorian Gothic train station on the westbound side of the tracks. 
 

 Westfield: From the train station, it is a walk north through downtown 
and then up Mountain Avenue, past the iconic Presbyterian Church to the 
(28) Reeve House, home of the Westfield Historical Society,  
located at 314 Mountain Avenue.  Just up the road is the (27) Miller-Cory 
House Museum, 614 Mountain Avenue. 

 

 Cranford: (4) Crane-Phillips House Museum - 124 North Union Avenue. 
This American Civil War veteran’s cottage stands next to the Rahway 
River near the 18th century river crossing, “Crane’s Ford.”  

 

 Roselle Park: (17) Roselle Park Museum - 9 West Grant Avenue. Walk 
south on Chestnut Street to the borough’s downtown and you will find 
the Roselle Park Museum.  A little further, on Westfield Avenue, was the 
Charles E. Stone store, the first store in the world illuminated by Thomas 
Edison’s incandescent lamp. 

 

 Union: (26) Liberty Hall Museum - 1003 Morris Avenue.  The train stops 
at Kean University and across the street is Liberty Hall, built on the eve 
of the American Revolution and home to William Livingston, one of the 
signers of the Constitution.  

Morristown Line and the Gladstone Branch, two sites are within a half-mile 
of the downtown station: 
 Summit: (23) Summit Playhouse - 10 New England Avenue. Just  west of 

the station, the Summit Library Association kept its books in various  
locations until residents donated $3,720 to build the Richardsonian  
Romanesque structure designed by Arthur Jennings. 

  

 Summit: (24) Twin Maples -  214 Springfield Avenue. Just east of the 
station, Twin Maples, with its “White House” presence, is a suburban 
estate typical of those built in the Summit area between 1880 and 1920.  

Northeast Corridor Line has three sites within a half-mile of these stations: 
 Elizabeth: (6) First Presbyterian Church of Elizabeth & Snyder Academy 

- 42 Broad Street. Exit station to Broad Street head north to 42 Broad 
Street 

 Elizabeth: (5) Boxwood Hall State Historic Site - 1073 East Jersey Street. 
Exit First Presbyterian to left head to E. Jersey make right onto E. Jersey 
and follow to 1073 E. Jersey. 

 
 

 Rahway: (15) Union County Performing Arts Center - 1601 Irving Street. 
Turn right onto Broad Street head to Irving Street and follow to 1601 
Irving Street  
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Hiking Thru History 
  
Looking for another way to experience history? Hike the Battle 
of the Short Hills Historic Trail, which follows the route of the 
1777 battle from Metuchen to the Deserted Village in the  
Watchung Reservation. 
  
Along the way, hikers can stop at the Ash Brook Reservation, 
where American troops drew the British to slow their advance 
through the swamp, then continue through Scotch Plains, where 
the Osborn Cannonball House is located, and then up into the 
Reservation, to the  overlook at Bloody Gap.   
 
If this 13.3-mile trail isn’t enough, this trail actually leads into the 
Watchung Reservation History Trail (WRHT), a 6-mile trail 
that tells the history of the 2,200-acre reservation, from pre-
Revolutionary times to the present day. While maps of the WRHT 
are available at kiosks on the trail, for a virtual guide, go to: 
www.ucnj.org/wrht  
  
For a leisurely, and much shorter walk through history, consider 
Elizabeth at the Crossroads, a self-guided tour through mid-
town Elizabeth, the first colonial capital.  Plans are in the works to 
create a longer version of this route, marking the British invasion 
of 1780 that culminated in the Battles of Connecticut Farms and 
Springfield. 
 
For more information about these and other history trails in Union 
County, go to: www.ucnj.org/trails 
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