
UNION COUNTY BOARD 
OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 27, 2026 

AGENDA SETTING MEETING MINUTES 

CALL TO ÜRDER 

Chairman Bodek presided over the meeting ancl callee\ the meeting to arder at 6:02 PM. 

ROLLCALL 

Roll call showecl Chairman J oseph C. Bodek, Vice-Chair Rebecca Williams, Conmússioner 
James E. Baker, Jr., Commissioner Laureles Leon, Commissioner Alexander lviirabella, 
Commissioner Stanley Neron, and Comnússioner Kimberly Palnúeri-Mouded, were present, 
with Comnússioner Michcle Delisfort and Co1n1nissioner Joseph Signorello II absent. 

Also present were County Manager Edward T. Oatman, County Counsel Bruce H. Bergen 
Esq., and Clerk of the Board James E. Pellettiere. 

PRA YER AND SALUTE TO THE FLAG 

The prayer and salute to the flag were led by Clerk of the Board James E. Pellettiere. 

STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE WITH THE ÜPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT 

The statement of compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act was read by Clerk of the 
Board Pellettiere. 

PRESENTATION BYTHE BOARD 

Chairman Bodek was joined by Commissioner Neron and Commissioner Palmieri-Mouclecl. 

Chairman Bodek recognized Dr. J aune Sega!, Vice Presiden!: of Externa! Affairs and 
Governmental Relations at Union College of Union County, on recently being named a 2026 
Northeast Regional Professional Board Staffl'vlember of the Year by the Association of 
Community College Trustees. He lúghlighted her exempla1y leaderslúp and co1111nitment to 
effective governance and building strong partnerships to help expand opportunities for tl1e 
students of UCNJ. On behalf of the Board, he congratulated Dr. Siegel on tlús well-deserved 
achicve1ncnt. 

Commissioner Palmieri-Mouclecl congratulatecl Dr. Jainie Sega! on her recognition, adding that 
the County of Union was proud to support tl1e stuclents of Union College. 
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Conunissioner Neon thankcd Dr. Jaime Sega! far her effarts 011 bchalf of the students at Union 
College, highlighting her comtnitment to providing them with the opportunitics needed to 
succeed and achieve their goals. 

Dr. Jaime Sega! thankcd the Board far the recognition, adding that she was grateful to be able to 
serve in this role and make a positivc impact on the lives of Union County residents. She 
highlightcd thc Board's continued support and commitmcnt to Union College and its students. 

APPROVAL OF COMMUNICATIONS 

NOTEAND FILE 

Chairman Bodek adviscd that the Co1nmunications would be approvcd later during the Regular 
Meeting. 

APPROV AL OF MINUTES 

Chairman Bodek adviscd that the lvlinutes would be approved latct during the Regular Meeting. 

1. July 30, 2026 - Agenda Sctting Session 

2. July 30, 2026 - Regular l'vlecting 

3. July 30, 2026 - Executive Session 

DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

AMY CRISP WAGNER, DEPUTY COUNTY !vlANAGER/DIRECTOR 

County Manager Edward T. Oatman represcnted the Department. 

There were no questions or commcnts by the Board. 

1. Authorizing the County Manager to apply far and accept funding from the United 
Sta tes Depart:ment of Housing & Urban Development, in the amount of $3,000,000.00, 
far Older Adults Home Modification Grant Program (OAHMP) FY26. (Chairman 
Joseph C. Bodek) 

DEPARTMENT OF ENGINEERING, PUBLIC WORKS & FACILITIES MANAGEMENT 

RICARDO MATIAS, ACTING DIRECTOR 

There were no questions or commcnts by the Board. 

1. Authorizing thc County Manager to execute a Joint Funding Agreetncnt with the United 
States Department of Interior, U.S. Geological Survey, \Va ter Resources Division, 
Lawrenceville, New Jersey far a J oint Funding Agreement far the period of October 1, 
2025, to Scptember 30, 2026, in an amount not to exceed $19,410.00. (Commissioner 
James E. BakerJr.) 

2. Atnending Resolution 2024-208, a contract with Pennoni Associates Inc., Newark, New 
Jersey, to providc Professional Engineering Se1vices far the Emergency Debris 
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Managemcnt Plan - Various Locations in Union County for an additional amount of 
$15,000.00, for a new contract amount not to excccd $34,500.00. (Commissioner 
James E. Baker Jr.) 

3. Amending Resolution 2021-384, a contract with Remington & Vernick Engineers, 
Secaucus, New Jersey, to provide Engineering Design Setvices, Construction 
Administration and Inspection Services for the Rehabilitation ofTrenton Avcnue 
Bridge, City of Elizabeth for an additional amount of $9,923.52, for a new contract 
amount not to exceed $228,218.52. (Commissioner James E. Baker Jr.) 

4. Amending Resolution 2024-73, a contract with 1fatrix New World of Florham Park, 
New Jersey, for Licensed Site Remediation Professional (LSRP) Environmental 
Compliance Services and Remedia] Investigation activities at the following locations: 
Department of Public \Vorks Complex; Galloping Hill Golf Course; Warinanco Park; 
Houdaille Quarry; Departrnent of Public Works Complex; Cheny Street Maintenance 
Garage; (New) Union County Courthouse; and other remediation sites as necessaty for 
additional amount of$38,l70.00, for a new contract amount not to exceed 
$1,846,475.00. (Commissioner James E. Baker Jr.) 

5. Authorizing the County Manager to enter into a contract with Artheon Inc, East 
Brunswick, New Jersey to provide Engineering Design, Construction Administration 
and Inspection Services for the 2027 Road Resurfacing Project, County of Union, New 
Jersey, in an amount not to exceed $290,374.00. (Commissioner James E. Baker Jr.) 

6. Authorizing the County Manager to enter into a contract with RSC Architccts, 
Hackensack, NJ to provide Profcssional Architectural Services for the Commissioners' 
Meeting Room to repurpose the space as a civil courtroom on thc 6th Floor of the 
Union County Administration Building in an amount not to exceed 
$60,000.00. (ChairmanJoseph C. Bodek) 

7. Amending Resolution Number 2024-721, a contract awarded through advertised public 
bidding to Pennctta Industrial Autotnation, Little Ferry, New Jersey, approving Change 
Order Number l for Pipefitting & Heating System Repair, Maintenance and installation 
services for New Boiler Installations dedicated to the Warinanco Park Skating Rink and 
the Houdaille Quany. This change order will increase the original contract atnount by 
$87,697.00, for a new contract amount not to exceed $551,697.00. (ChairmanJoseph 
C. Bodek) 

8. Authorizing the County Manager to award the contract obtained through advertised 
public bidding to CCM Contracting Inc., of Green Brook, New Jersey for the 2026 
Road Resurfacing Project, Various Municipalities in Union County, for an atnount not 
to exceed $11,543,039.97. (Commissioner James E. Baker Jr.) 

9. Resolution authorizing the County Manager to enter into an agreement with SJC 
Lawncare, Inc. ofScotch Plains, NJ, to supply and plant trees along Union County 
roadways and throughout Union County Parks as designated by the Bureau of Shade 
Tree, in an amount not to exceed $38,250.00. (Commissioner James E. Baker Jr.) 
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10. Authorizing the County Manager to award the proposed contract obtained through 
advertising public bidding to Suunyfield Corporation, Ocean NJ for Boiler Replacement 
Project at the Union Count:y Courthousc, Elizabeth NJ, in an amount not to exceed 
$10,637,000.00. (Commissioner James E. Baker Jr.) 

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE 

BIBI TA YLOR, DIRECTOR 

There were no questions or comments by the Board. 

1. Modifying the 2026 Union County adopted budget in the amount of $252,834 as a result 
of notification received from the State ofNew Jersey, Dcpartmcnt of Community 
Affairs for a program entitled: Co111111unity Services Block Grant 
(CSBG). (Commissioner Kimberly Palmieri-Mouded) 

2. Modifying the 2026 Union County adoptcd budget in the amount of $34,800 as a result 
of notification received from tl1e Roselle Board of Education for a program entitled: 
UCBOE - Rosclle Special School Board Election. (Commissioner Kimberly Palmieri­
Moudcd) 

3. Modifying the 2026 Union County adopted budget in the amount of $13,670 as a result 
of notification rcceived from the Sta te of New Jersey, Department of Human Services 
for a program entitled: Jersey Assistance for Community Caregivers QACC) 
Grant. (Commissioner Kimberly Palmicri-Mouded) 

4. Modifying the 2026 Union County adopted budget in the amount of $263,022.64 as a 
result of notification received from the Nacional Opioid Settlements for a program 
entitled: Opioid Litigation Recove1y Funds. (Commissioner Kimberly Palmieri­
Mouded) 

5. Modifying thc 2026 Union County adopted budget in the amount of $306,506.34 as a 
result of notification received from the Sta te of New Jersey, Department of Community 
Affairs for a program entitled: Data-Driven Decision Making - Organizational 
Enhancement Program (3DM-OEP). (Commissioner Kimberly Palmieri-Mouded) 

6. Modifying the 2026 Union County adopted budget in the amount of $35,000.00 as a 
result of notification reccivcd from thc Statc of Ncw Jersey, Department of Connnunity 
Affairs for a program entitled: Recreational Opportunities for Individuals with 
Disabilitics (ROID). (Commissioner Kimberly Palmieri-Mouded) 

DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 

DEBBIE-ANN ANDERSON, DIRECTOR 

1. Authorizing the Count:y Manager to apply for and to enter into agree111ent with the NJ 
Department of Community Affairs (NJDCA) for the Recreational Opportunities for 
Individuals witl1 Disabilities (ROID) Program Grant, in tl1e amount of $35,000.00 with 
a required County Match in an amount of$7,000.00, for a total program not to exceed 
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$42,000.00 for thc pcriod of July 1, 2026 through June 30, 2027. (Commissioner 
James E. BakerJr.) 

2. Authorizing the Couuty Manager to apply for and execute the FY2027 Community 
Se1viccs Block Grant (CSBG) contract from the State ofNew Jersey, Dcpart:mcnt of 
Community Affairs (NJDCA) for the purpose of providing community programming 
for low income rcsidents ofUnion County for the grant period ofJanuary 1, 2027 
through September 30, 2028 in thc amount of$318,912.00. (Commissioner Stanley J. 
Neron) 

3. Amending Resolution 2026-445, to reflectan increase in the 2026 Community Service 
Block Grant (CSBG) Spending Plan in the amount of $156,018.00 for a new grant 
award of$464,969.00. (Commissioner Stanley J. Neron) 

4. Authorizing the County lVIanager to approve the FY2026 HEARTH Emergency 
Solutions (HES) Grant Program Spending Plan for subcontracted se1vices to be 
provided during the period of August 1, 2026 to July 31, 2027 in the total amount: not to 
exceed $358,538.00. (Commissioner Stanley J. Neron) 

5. Amending Resolution Number 2026-435, to reflectan increase in the Area Plan 
Contract Spending Plan in the amount of$317,133.00 for a new total not to cxcccd 
$5,587,525.00 for Y ear 2 of 3 Area Plan cycle, and to further reflect a éhange in 
appropriation accounts. (Commissioner James E. Baker Jr.) 

Commissioner Baker asked Director Anderson to elaborate on the cited increase. 

Director Anderson advised that this item related to a federal increase to the Area Plan Contract 
Spending Plan to fund resources and services for residents 60 ycars and oldcr and thcir carcgivcrs. 

Conunissioner Delisfort and Conunissioner Signorello arrived to the meeting. 

6. Amcnding Rcsolntion 2026-164, to rcflcct a fivc (5) month cxtension to thc FY2025 
HEARTH Emergency Solutions (HES) Grant program spending plan for a new 
subcontract period of August 1, 2025, to December 31, 2026. (Commissioner Stanley 
J. Neron) 

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS & RECREATION 

VICTORIA DURllIN-DRAKE, DIRECTOR 

Thcre were no questions or conunents by the Board. 

1. Authorizing the County Manager to award a contract to Independence Constructors 
Corporation ofNJ, Chester, PA, for 'free Trirnming, Pruning, and Removal Services in 
varions parks in an amount not to exceed $85,000.00 . 
. (Commissioner James E. Baker Jr.) 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 

DENNIS BURKE, DIRECTOR 
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1. Authorizing the County Manager to entcr into a contract with Rutgers University, Miller 
Ccnter on Policing and Conununity Resilience, New Brunswick, NJ to provide First 
Responder Resiliency Training in the Urban Arca Securit:y Initiative (UASI) Region for 
thc pcriod from September 1, 2026 through June 30, 2027 in an amount not to exceed 
$80,000. (Commissioner James E. Baker Jr.) 

Commissioncr Mirabclla askcd Director Burke to elaborate on the cited training. 

Director Burke advised that this training, available to al! public safety personnel within the UASI 
region, would provide a support nctwork of rcsourccs focuscd on mental health and crisis training. 

2. Authorizing the County Manager to enter hito a contract with Spec Rescue 
Internacional, Virgiliia Bcach, Virginia, to providc excrcise support and traitiing to 
members of the lVIetro Urban Search and Rescue (tvIUSAR) Task Force from thc Urban 
Arca Sccurity Initiarive (UASI) Region from September 1, 2026 through December 31, 
2026, in an amount not to cxcccd $214,070.00. (No cost to County of 
Union) (Commissioncr James E. Baker Jr.) 

ÜFFICE OF THE COUNTY COUNSEL 

BRUCE H. BERGEN, COUNTY COUNSEL 

There were no questions or comments by the Board. 

1. Authorizing the County Manager to en ter into a settlement i,1 the matter entitled Union 
County v. CJvIE Associates, et al., to receive payment of $80,000.00, in scttlcment of al! 
claitns. (ChairmanJoseph C. Bodek) 

ÜFFICE OF THE COUNTY MANAGER 

EDWARDT. COUNTY l'vlANAGER 

There ,vere no questions or co1nn1ents by the Board. 

1. Authorizing the County Manager to distribute the Shared Library Services Grant to tl1e 
Lil1den Free Public Libra1:y in a total amount not to exceed $36,285.79. (Chairman 
Joseph C. Bodek) 

COMMISSIONER SPONSORED RESOLUTIONS 

2026 BOA!ill OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, CHA.IRl\lAN JOSEPH C. BODEK 

ÜFFICE OF THE CLERK OF THE BOARD 

JAMES E. PELLE'ITIERE, CLERK OF THE BOA!ill 

There were no questions or conunents by the Board. 

1. Amendil1g Resolution 2026-285, authorizing the County Manager to enter into a Salary 
Rein1bursement Agreement with Rutgers Cooperativc Extension for the provision of 
Sta te and Federal-mandated agriculture and resource management, family and 
community healtl1 scicnccs, and 4-H youth development programs for a rcvised amount 
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not to exceed $130,104.00, for the period ofJanuary 1, 2026, through December 31, 
2026. (Commissioner Kimberly Palmieri-Mouded) 

2. Sponsoring the Kimberly Anne \Xlilson Foundation in the amount of $1,200 towards 
their 5K Race for Mental Health being held on September 20, 2026. (Commissioner 
Kimberly Palmieri-Mouded) 

LAUDATORY RESOLUTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS OF CONDOLENCE 

1. Recognizing September 2026 as Nacional Recoveiy l\fonth (NRM). (Commissioner 
Lourdes M. Leon, and the Entire Board) 

2. Recognizing September 2026 as Nacional Suicide Prevention Awareness Month and 
September 10, 2026 as World Suicide Prevention Day. (Commissioner Lourdes M. 
Leon, and the Entire Board) 

3. Offering this Board's deepest condolences in this time of sorrow to the family of 
Hassen Ibn Abdellah, who passed away on July 22, 2026. (Commissioner Stanley J. 
Neron, and the Entire Board) 

4. Recognizing Bertha Policay upon the celebration of her 100th birthday on June 28, 
2026. (ChairmanJoseph C. Bodek, and the Entire Board) 

5. Congratulating Anthony Russo upon the celebration of his 100th birthday. (Chairman 
Joseph C. Bodek, Commissioner James E. Baker Jr., Commissioner Alexander 
Mirabella, and the Entire Board) 

6. Recognizing Lafornia Dulorie, Aisha Thomas-Petit, and Hazel Garlic, whose lives 
reflect excellence, leadership, service, and dedication to their community as they 
celebrate their birthdays. (Commissioner Stanley J. Neron, and the Entire Board) 

7. Congratnlating Dr. Jaime M. Sega!, Vice President of Externa! Affairs and Government 
Relations at UCNJ Union College ofUnion County, NJ, upon being named the 2026 
Northeast Regional Professional Board Staff Member of the Year by the Association of 
Conununity College Trustees (ACCT). (Chairman Joseph C. Bodek, and the Entire 
Board) 

8. Offering this Board's deepest condolences during this time of sorrow to the family of 
Yoland Walton, who passed away onJuly 26, 2026. (Commissioner Stanley J. Neron, 
and the Entire Board) 

9. Congratulating and recognizing Michelle McBean on the occasion ofher 80th Birthday 
on August 5, 2026; and further honoring her lifetime of service, leadership, and 
dedication to the City ofElizabeth and Union County. (Commissioner Stanley J. 
Neron, and the Entire Board) 

1 O. Offering this Board's deepest condolences during this time of sorrow to the family of 
Leticia C. Barden-F1ye, who passed away on August 3, 2026. (ChairmanJoseph C. 
Bodek, Commissioner Alexander Mirabella, and the Entire Board) 
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11. Offering this Board's deepest sympathies to thc family of fortner Union Township 
Business Administrator Ron Manzclla, duting theit time of sorrow. (Chairman J oscph 
C. Bodek, Commissioner Michele S. Delisfort, and the Entire Board) 

12. Cotntnending St. John's Baptist Church of Scotch Plains, New Jersey, for its 
conunitment to scrving ancl supporting the cotntnunity through its annual Back to 
School Fait and the many community scrvices and progratns it provides throughout the 
year. (Commissioner James E. Baker Jr., and the Entire Board) 

13. Offcring this Board's deepest condolences during this time of sorrow to thc family of 
Patricia D. Darrell, who passed away on August 14, 2026. (Commissioncr Alcxandcr 
Mirabella, and thc Entire Board) 

14. Recognizing Elizaheth Police Detective Brian Z. Carvafüo for his hravcty, 
professionalism and steadfast dcdication to the safety of the public. (Chairman J oseph 
C. Bodek, Commissioner Lourdes M. Leon, and the Entire Board) 

15. Recognizing September 18, 2026, as PO\XI /lv!IA Rcmcmbrance Day and encourages ali 
vetcrans and residents of Union County to observe and honor thc sc1vicc and sacrificc 
of American Prisoners Of \X/ar and thosc who remain Missing In Action. (Chairman 
Joseph C. Bodek, and thc Entire Board) 

.ADJOURNMENT 

Chairman Bodek asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. 

On a motion made by Commissioner Mitabella and scconded by Commissioner Pahnieri-Mouded, 
roll call showed nine members of the Board voted in the affirmative. 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:14 P.l'vL 

Clcrk of the Board Pcllctticrc askcd Chairman Bodek to allow for a ten-minute recess prior to thc 
start of the Regular Meeting. 
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UNION COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
2026 MEETING SCHEDULE 

REORGANIZATION MEETING -THURSDAY, JANUARY 1, 2026 AT 11:00 A.M. 
UNION COUNTY COURTHOUSE- 2 BROAD STREET, ELIZABETH 

Agenda Setting Session 

Thursday, January 29, 2026 
Thursday, Februa111 26, 2026 
Thursday, March 26, 2026 
Thursday, April 30, 2026 
Thursday, May 28, 2026 
Thursday, June 25, 2026 
Thursday,July 30, 2026 
Thursday, August 27, 2026 
Thursday, September 24, 2026 
Thursday, October 15, 2026 
Thursday, November 12, 2026 
Thursday, December 1 O, 2026 

Regular Meeting 

Thursday,Janua1y 29, 2026 
Thursday, Februa1y 26, 2026 
Thursday, March 26, 2026 
Thursday, April 30, 2026 
Thursday, May 28, 2026 
Thursday, June 25, 2026 
Thursday, July 30, 2026 
Thursday, August 27, 2026 
Thursday, September 24, 2026 
Thursday, October 15, 2026 
Thursday, November 12, 2026 
Thursday, December 1 O, 2026 

ellettiere, RMC, QPA 
Clerk of the Board 

Please note that the County Commissioners' meetings are to be regularly held on Thursday evenings. These 
meetings are scheduled to be held on the same evening, with the Agenda Setting Session to commence at 
6:00pm and the Regular Meeting to commence as soon as possible after the Agenda Setting Session, unless 
otherwise noted. Ali meetings are to be held in the Commissioner Meeting Room within the Administration 
Building, 6th floor, located at 10 E lizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey, 07207. Persons requiring a sign 
language interpreter should contact the Office of the Clerk of the Board at 908-527-4140. 
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