
UNION COUNTY & CITY OF ELIZABETH 
SAFE STREETS FOR ALL

Action Plan Advisory Committee (APAC) Meeting #2
March 4, 2025

*Outreach Results Excerpt from Full Presentation*
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Public Outreach 
Recap



Communications
Project Website
E-mail Blasts
Social Media
Strategic Partnerships
Bilingual (English & Spanish)

Outreach and Engagement Activities 

APAC Meetings (4)

Focus Group Meetings (5)

Online Survey and Map (1)

Pop-up Events (3)

Public Meetings (3)

8

(Supplemented with paper survey/map)



Outreach and Engagement Activities
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Pre-Kwanzaa Market
 City of Plainfield

Saturday, December 14, 2024
12:00 PM – 6:00 PM

Pop-up Outreach
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Approx. 85 participants
Diverse in age, race, and ethnicity, including Hispanic/Latinos, African Americans, 

young families, and individuals ranging from children to middle-aged adults

Winter Wonderland & Holiday Village 
Union Township

Friday, December 06, 2024
4:30 PM – 9:30 PM

Holiday on the Square
City of Elizabeth

Saturday, December 21, 2024
12:00 PM – 3:00 PM



Focus Groups
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38 participants representing 37 
organizations, including educational 
institutions, social service providers, 
advocacy organizations, and almost all 
municipalities, ensuring participation 
from across the County. 

KEY TAKEAWAYS
• Enhance pedestrian infrastructure with more RRFBs, 

lighting, and traffic calming measures to create safer walking 
environments.

• Expand protected bike lanes and promote safe e-bike and 
scooter use through education campaigns and infrastructure 
integration.

• Prioritize safety improvements at high-risk intersections and 
key corridors across Union County to protect all road users.

• Improve school zone safety by addressing parental drop-off 
behavior, enhancing sidewalks, adding bike lanes, and revisiting 
bus transportation policies.

• Reduce traffic congestion & unsafe driving practices by 
increasing enforcement and improving street design to prevent 
bottlenecks.

• Strengthen first/last-mile connectivity to transit stations by 
expanding bike parking, shared mobility programs, and regional 
trail connections.

General
January 22, 2025
January 23, 2025

Education Institutions
January 24, 2025
Municipalities
January 29, 2025
January 30, 2025



12

Focus Group & 
Pop-up Areas 
of Concern



DEPLOYMENT

• 1600+ participants 
& 2600+ map pins

• Multilingual survey 
and promotion 
(English & Spanish)

• Offered an 
opportunity to win 
Visa gift cards

• Promoted on social 
media

• Survey closed 
January 31st 

Survey and Interactive Map
DEMOGRAPHICS

FEMALELATINO
WHITE

Gen Z, MILLENNIALS
& Gen X

88%
ACCESS
TO CAR

Workforce 
& High 
Income

Survey Responses by Home Zip Codes
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CURRENT TRAVEL MODE

0.3%

2.4%

2.0%

0.2%

1.5%

52.8%

5.7%

0.1%

35.0%

0 200 400 600 800 1000 1200 1400 1600

Others

Train

Bus

Shuttle Bus/Senior Bus/Paratransit

Taxi or Ride-Share (Uber/Lyft)

Car

Bike/Scooter/Other Personal Wheeled Transport**

Wheelchair/Mobility Scooter

Walking

# of Responses

CURRENT TRAVEL MODE
(Survey & Pop-up Responses Combined )

Active 
Transportation
40.8%

Vehicle Oriented  
Transportation
54.3%

Public
Transportation
4.6%
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FUTURE TRAVEL MODE

39.1%

26.1%

26.7%

7.6%

32.7%

21.8%

29.5%

15.2%

19.7%

18.1%

28.1%

34.1%

8.5%

34.0%

15.8%

43.1%

0 200 400 600 800 1000 1200 1400 1600

I'd like to take transit more

I'd like to drive more

I'd like to bike/scooter more

I'd like to walk more

FUTURE TRAVEL MODE
(Survey & Pop-up Responses Combined)

Least Desired Most Desired
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SAFETY PERCEPTION

12.4%

9.1%

9.5%

27.8%

14.7%

12.4%

14.7%

17.0%

24.1%

21.8%

24.8%

33.6%

26.3%

25.4%

32.1%

21.8%

24.0%

27.0%

14.6%

20.0%

28.6%

18.6%

20.3%

8.1%

11.5%

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

Train

Bus

Car

Bike/Scooter

Walking

HOW SAFE DO YOU FEEL?
(Survey & Pop-up Responses Combined )

Very Unsafe Unsafe Neutral Safe Very Safe
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Total Pins: 2625

43.0%
Walking

17.0%
Biking/Scootering

37.5%
Driving

2.5%
Transit 

MAP PINS



Bike/Scooter behavior & rule compliance

Personal Safety

Pedestrian behavior & compliance, 1.09%

Poor lighting

It is hard to see cars approaching

Sidewalks are missing or poorly maintained

Too much traffic makes me feel unsafe 

Traffic safety and efficiency
5.6%

Bicycle infrastructure, 
connectivity, and safety
6.7%

Pedestrian infrastructure, 
accessibility, and safety
6.8%

Intersection safety & 
navigation concerns
20.1%

Driver behavior & rule compliance
35.7%

5.4%

1.0%

1.1%

1.6%

2.3%

2.3%

3.2%

5.0%

2.2%

2.3%

1.7%

3.6%

1.0%

1.3%

3.9%

3.6%

5.2%

11.1%

1.3%

4.1%

12.1%

17.8%

0 200 400 600 800 1000 1200

Other

Pedestrians not using the crosswalk (jaywalking)

Personal safety

Conflicts with bike/scooter riders

Poor lighting

It is hard to see cars approaching

Sidewalks are missing or poorly maintained

Too much traffic makes me feel unsafe

Hard to see pedestrians crossing or other vehicles

Needs a traffic signal or stop sign

Incomplete bike lane connections/need cohesive bike network

Needs bike lanes (painted, separated, and/or protected lanes, etc.)

Pedestrians have to cross too many lanes/too far

Pedestrians are not given enough time to cross the street

Crosswalks are missing or poorly maintained

Confusing or hard-to-navigate intersection (hard angles, or 5-corners, etc.)

Feels unsafe/difficult to turn on/off the street

Intersection feels unsafe or difficult to walk/bike/drive through

Vehicles double park

Cars/trucks run red lights/stop signs

Cars/trucks don’t yield to pedestrians

Excessive speeding by cars/trucks

COMBINED MAPPING RESPONSES
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Personal Safety (1.2%)

Traffic and Road User Behavior (41.9%)

Street Safety & Design Improvements (51.5%)


