
UNION COUNTY BOARD OF 

CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS 

INSTALLATION AND REORGANIZATION MEETING MINUTES 

OF THE 2016 UNION COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS 

COURTROOM OF THE HONORABLE KAREN M. CASSIDY, ASSIGNMENT Jum;E 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE COUNTY OF UNION, 2 BROAD STREET, ELIZABETH, NEW JERSEY 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 3, 2016 AT TWELVE O'CLOCK IN THE AFTERNOON 

·rhc Honorable Karen JVL Cassidy, Assignment J udgc, Superior Court of the County of Union, called the 
meeting to order at 12:07prn. 

Honorable Judge Cassidy introduced herself and said it was an honor to have the Installation and 
Reorganization Meeting held in her courtroom. She thanked Shcnff Cryan for his extraordinary efforts he 
has made the courthouse security. She stated Sheriff Cryan had his officers trained with a terrific active 
shooter dnll and other security training that she witnessed through closed circuit television. She said the 
officers protect everyone that enters the courthouse and thanked him for the security cameras and making 

the public feel safe. She said it gives the judiciary peace of mind along with the public who enter the 
butlding. She wrshed everyone a happy and healthy 2016. 

The Honorable Karen Cassidy turned the meeting over to the Master of Ceremonies. the Honorable Jerry 
c;reen, Chau:man of the Democratic Committee of Union County. 

!I'[ aster of Ceremonies, the Honorable Jerry Green, 0!cw J crsey State Assemblyman, 22"d District and 
Chairn1an of the Dc1nocratic Con1111ittcc of Union County thanked everyone \Vho was in attendance along 
with the Freeholder Board for their hard \vork He sa.id it is h1s honor to srand as rhc democratic leader. 

He sard he feels that Union County is the best in the State. 

Chainnan Green asked Scnaror Scutar.i to help with the day's Agenda. He said everyone in the room is 
important and it 1s imperative that the courthouse and all of Union County arc kept secure. He asked that 
evet)'Onc keep their comments to 2 minutes. l-Ie thanked the Board for their efforts and hard work, 
adding that the Union County residents put a lot of txust in them. 

Clerk of the Board James E. Pelletticrc called upon Reverend Dr. Carol Pierce of the First Baptist church 
of Lincoln Carden to give the mvocarion. 

Chairman Green called upon Rabbi Hess stating it is the first time a Rabbi has been pan of the Ceremony. 

Rabbi Hess stated that on behalf of Lbe Jewish community, not only Linden. but the Greater Union 
Countv, he congratulated all the new honorees. He said he will give the Benediction at the end of the 

progran1. 
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the Freeholders for all the work th~y do, not only for the Jewish community bur the County' of Union and 

the State of New Jersey. 

HONORED GuEns 

The Honorable Karen M. Cassidy, Assignment Judge, Superior Court of the County· of Union 

The Honorable Robert Menendez, United States Senate, New Jersey 

The Honorabk· Albio Sires, U.S. Representative, 8th Congressional District 

The Honorable Donald Pavne, Jr., Li.S. Representative, 1 0''' Congress rona I Dis trier 

_,.,, •• •• n · '"' '' 1 ' '" n · _,,-,rhr• · ,,-,· _ · 
1 ht: 1-JonotalJJe uontuc \Vatson-LoJeman, u.:,. J{cprescnranvc, IL ~.._,ongrcsstonai uts[nct 

The Honorable Raymond!. Lesniak, New Jersey Senator, 20'" District 

The Honorable ;\ nnctte Quijano, New Jersey Assemblywoman, 20"' District 

The Honorable Jamell-lolley, New Jetscy 1\ssemblyman, 20'" District 

The Honorable Jon Bramnick, New .Jersey 1\ssemblyman, 21" District 

The Honorable Nrchol"' P. Scutari, New Jersey Senator, 22'"1 District 

The Honorable Jerry Grcenl New Jersey Assemblyman, 22m1 District 

The Honorable James Kennt:dy, ~~ev." Jersey Assctnblyn1an, 22nJ District 

The Honorable Joanne lhjoppi, Union County Clerk 

The Honorable James S. LaCorte, Union County SurrogHLe 

The Honorable Joseph P. Cryan, Union County Sheriff 

The Honorable J. Christian Bollwage, Mayor, City of f'lizaheth 

April Bauknight, Esq. 

Rev. Dr. Carol Mrtcbell-l'ierce, Ftrst Baptist Church of Lincoln Gardens 

Rabbi Joshua Hess, Congregation i\nshc Chesed 

~.Jlnuu.:; ufthL Llnir>n C<>unty B<>anl of Cl1osf'n l'rt'eholc("r~ lnsrnlbtion &. i~corgani~arion MLcting -January .'1, 2fll(i- Page 2 oC J(i 
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The Presentation of the Colors \vas •11crformcd bv the Union County Sheriff's Honor Guard '.vhich was led . . 
by the Honorable Joseph P. Cryan, Sheriff of the County of Union. 

The Honorable joseph P. Cryan, Union County Sheriff led the l'iedge of 1\iieg~ancc. 

1\•!rs. Marie Oakic sang our NationalJ\nthem, the Star Spangled Banner. 

Union County Sheriff Cryan asked the Honor Guard to Post the Colors. 

Honorable Joseph P. Cryan, Union County Sheriff asked the 1-lonm (~uards to Post the Colors 

Clerk of the Board James E. l'ellettiere recognized the elected officials that were Ill attendance and 

thanked them for attending the Reorganization Meeting. Clerk of the Board Pellettierc called upon 

Senator Scurari. 

Scnalor Scutari also rcco.t,mized several elected officials. 

Senator Scutari wished everyone a Happy New Y car and congratulated the Democratic Party and 

Chairman Green for his efforts. 1-le stated that it has been 20 straight years without a loss. He also 

acknowledged Chairn1an Green as hrs running mate for the 22nd DisLncL He congratuiatcd the newiy 

elected Freeholders, add1ng they do a tremendous JOb on a daily basis. He said they make rough decisions 
every year and they deserve to be re-elected every year. 

Senator Scutart rccogmzed and called upon Senator Raymond Lesniak. 

Senator Le:;niak wished everyone a Happy New Year and :1cknc)\vledgcd Chainnan Green and the 

Republican leaders who were in attendance. F-Ie abo recognized Cungre;;ssrnan Leonard Lance and 

r\sscn1biym:1n Jon Bran1n1ck \Vho aiways attend the County's Reinstallation and Re-organization meeting. 

Senator Lesniak stated that Senator Thonws Kcan attends often. He stated that they \Vork closely 

together and d1ey have a great Republican relationship wid1 their Republican colleagues. 

Senator Scutari congratulated County Clerk Joanne 
Congrcs::;wotnan Bonnie \X.'atson-Colctnan for being 

Congress. 

Kajoppi on her re-election. He congratulated 
the first wornan elC'ctl'.~ from NC\v lcrsev to 

J • 

Longresswoman \Vatson-Coleman wlshed everyone a Happy ~~cw Year. She said she was pleased to 

represcm the County in congress. She wished the Chairman of the Board and the individuals who have 

been re-elected by rhc "authority of the people" and those who arc performing the swearing- in that day. 

Senator Scutari called upon Senator Leonard Lance. 

Senator Lance seated he represent:; most of the.: towns. He said we work together and he wanted to make 

tbc public aware that the County representatives go to Congress in \Vashington to lobby on the residents' 

l\:111utt:~ or cht: Union CcnuHy lloarJ of Cho~cn Frct:ho\Jcrs lmr.;:lbtion & 1\.corganizatio:l ;>.lt:t.:ting- J:lntl:llJ' _), 20 l (, • :)age 3 of !(J 
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He said he represents most of the municipalities and is happy to say his office is 

Senator Lance congratulated J oannc RaJoppi's >an for being awarded the Bronze Award from the 

Department of Commerce at the l'ederal level for his important work m Washington. He hopes for 
peace and prosperity acro~s the globe, in partit:ular the United Stmes of i\rncrica. 

Senator Scutar.i c1Ucd upon Congressman l~ayne. 

Congressman Payne stated it was a great honor to sct-vc the people of the 1 0'1
' congressional district 

at rhc House of ReprcscntMives. f Ic s:1id he grew up tn llillside and is well aware of the issues in 

our commurut:y. l-Ie said he is happy lo be a part of the Union County family and the Installation 

and Reorganization Meeting. 

Congn:ss1nan Payne addressed Lhc Freeholders and said he wa~ an E.ssex County Freeholder and 

understands it is a difficult job being the "man in the middle." f-Ie congratulated all who were re

elected and elected. 

Congressman Payne sard in terms of working with the delegation, he and Congressman Lance have 

worked on many issues together in a bi-partisan tnanner, and said they arc honored ro have a new 
addition; a fir~t African-An1erican woman, Bonnie \Xlatson-Colcm8n.. f lc said it is a working-type 

atmosphere and they do the best they could for the State and our Constitution. He wished everyone 

~I happy and bkssed new year. 

Sen~ror Scurari recognized the Constitutional Officers and congratulated County Clerk Joanne 

Rajopp1, County Sunogate _]ames LaCot:tc and Sheriff Joseph Cryan. He also congratulated the 
FreehoiJers and Chairman Green. l-Ie thanked Charrman c;recn for all of his efforts. He said thev 

had a strong Dcn1ocratic Chairwotnan in Charlolte DeFillipo and said that Chainnan c;-reen has 

done a tremendous job. He wished the Freeholders and the Jets good luck. 

CI~Jrt'IFICc\I'ION OF FJ.F.CTlONS 

The Certification of Election of Joanne Rajoppi to the Office of the County Clerk of the County of 
Union was 1nadc for a five year term \Vas read by Joanne Rajoppi, Union county Cleric She stated 

that Joanne IZ.Joppi received the hrgbest number votes and she was duly elected for a five year term 
m the Geneed Election on Noven1bcr 3, 2015. 

The Certification of Election of Freeholders Alexander Mirabella, !vlohamed S. Jalloh and Bruce H. 

Bergen to the Uruon C:oumy Board of Chosen Freeholders recc1vcd the highest number of votes for 

a three year term was read by Joanne RaJoppi, Union County Clerk. She stated that union Coumy 
Freeholder Alexander Mirabclh, Freeholder Mohamed S. Jalloh and Freeholder Bruce H. Bergen 

received the lughcst number of votes and were duly elected for three vears at the General Election on 

November 3, 2015. 

Minute> ,-,f thL- lhiun Cnunty B1n~d o[ Chosc:n Freeholders lnstftll:ltion & RN1rg:mi1:nLion \[ceLing- _lamw.ry 3, 201 (, · Patic -1 of 1 (J 
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Am,lJNIST!CYI IUN cw THI~: Cl-ITH Dr OFI'ICE ·1 u CouNTY Cl JiRK jO·INNE R.·IJOPPJ 

james E. PellettJere, Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders, called upon Counry Clerk joanne Rajoppi 
for the administration of her Oath of Office. 

The Honorable Asscmblvman and Union County Democratic Senator Nicholas Scurari introduced 
County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi. 

Senator Scutari stated that County Clerk Rajoppi has done a great job and congratulated her on being 
ckctcd for another five year tern1. 

The Honorable Karen M. Cassidy, Assignment judge, Superior Court of the County of Union, 
administered the Oath of Office to County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi. 

Holding the Bible for County Clerk Joanne Rajopp1 wao her family, Peter and Claire Pappas, 
Andrew and jackie Pappas ami her ~on:anddaughtcr, Arianna Leigh. 

County Clerk Rajoppi thanked Judge Cass1ely and said she IS honored to have rhe 
Assignment Judge administer her Omh of Office in the beautiful historic courtroom. She said she was 
elecrcd in 1977 a< a Freeholder, three times as a Registrar of Deeds and five tin1es as County Clerk, in toral 
35 year:;. She saKi she is honored to serve another term as County Clerk. 

c,~unty Clerk Rajoppi inu:oduced her family and thanked them for their support She said she is proud 
that her sons arc in public sen'tcc. She :=tlso was excited ro announce that she \vill be a grandtnothcr for 
the second tlmc. She thanked t\s:;cmblyrnan Green for his support, especially in the past year. She said 
she se1ved with him on the Freeholder Board. She thanked him for the outstanding job he did for her 
and the re-elected Freeholders. County Clerk Rajoppi also thanked Sheriff Cryan and Surrogate LaCorte 
for their support and Bonne \Xlatson Colcn1an for her support and cspcc1ally coming forward \vhcn 
carnpaig-n funJ was low. County Clerk Rajoppi congratulated her running mates Freeholders Nfirabclla, 
J aJioh and Bergen. 

Countv Clerk Rajoppi stated that she is looking forward to serving wirh the Freeholders again and added 
that she is blessed with a loyal staff County Clerk Rajoppi recognized and commended Alexis J\·!inus for 
celebrating 41 years in her office. She said she will be rcming and start111g a new chapter in her life. 

County Clerk Rajopp1 also acknowledged Deputy County Clerk N1cole DiRado, stating that she has always 
been a help and supportive. She said she had to recuse herself of her duties because she was on the ballot 
and thanked Deputy County Clerk Dirado for taking over and said she did a great JOb. She acknowledged 

,\lin me~ of the Union County Hoar<.l (J] Chosen Freeholder~ Jn~~:dlal!(ln & Rcorganit:atio:l i\kt:tmg-Januarr ,1, :ZOH>- Page 5 1Jf 16 
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her staff who were in the audience, adding that without them they would not be the best Clerk's office in 
the State. 

County Clerk Rajoppi said her office follows the law and represents without bias. She stated that the 
Union County Votes 1\pplication is the first in the nation. She the efforts of her office will make voting 
~tt:ccssiblc and easier. She hopes it will continue on that path. 

Scnoror Scutari thanked the Honorable Judge Cassidy for the use of her courtroom. 

,\ DMINTSTRXfiO'J Of THE Oxn-I OF OFFICE TO FREEHOLDER ALEX.\NDER c\1IR.-\IlELL\ 

·rhe Honorable A~sernblvrnan and Union County Democratic Senator Raymond Lesniak introduced 

Freeholder t\lcxander Mirabella. 

lames E. Pellettiere, Clerk of the Hoard of Chosen Freeholders, called upon Freeholder 1\lcxander 
.\•[ira bella for the administration of his Oath of Office. 

·rhe Honorable l'aymondJ. Lesniak, New Jersey Senator, 20'h District, administered the Oath of Office to 

Freeholder ;\lcxandct JV!trabclla. 

Holding the Bible for Freeholder Mirabella was his wife Phyllis and their children, Alexander and l'vlicayla. 

t\D\IIC:hTR·ITION OF THE OAtH 01· OFFICE TO FKEE!-TOLDioR IVIOH.-IMED S.j.-ILL0!-1 

The Honorable i\s::;e1nblyman and Union County Dcn1ocratic Chainnan Jerry Green introduced 
Freeholder !'vlohamed S . .Jalloh. 

James F. Pellettlcre, Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders, called upon Freeholder 'vlohamed S . 
.Jalloh for the administration of his Oath of Office. 

t\pnll3auknight, !~sq. administered the Oath of Office to Freeholder Mohamed S. Jalloh. 

Holding the Bible for Freeholder Mohamed S. Jalloh was Ius wife, Dr. Maria .Jalloh, and his parents, 
1\bdulai Bcn)alloh and Bernice tvlartina Jalloh. 

~dinute:; ,)f the Lnion C(Jt:"tty Ru,ml (JI Chosen Jo'n::cholder~ !nst:lllati(,n & Rcorganlzntion l\iceting- January 3, 2016 - Page Go:' 1 (J 
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i\DMI~ISTR.-ITION OF THE 0.-ITI-! OF OFFICE TO FREH!OLDER BRUCE H. BERGE~ 
--------' 

The Honorable Senator Nicholas Scutari introduced Freeholder Bruce l l. Bergen . 

.James 1·:. Pcllettierc, Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders, called upon Freeholder Bruce H. Bergen 
for the administration of hts Oath of Office. 

The Honorable .Joanne lZaJoppi, County Clerk, administered the Oath of Office to Freeholder Bruce H. 
Bergen. 

Holding the Bible for Freeholder Bergen was his wife Jodi, his daughter, Stefanic, and son, Ross. 

PRESENTATIONS BY MI'.MHERS OF THE PUBLJC 

The Honorable State Senator Nicholas P. Scutan, 22"J Legislative District, on behalf of rhe 

Union County Democratic Committee, will tnake gift presentations to Freeholder Ah:xandet 
Mirabella, l'rceholder Mohamed S. Jalloh, Chainnan Bruce H. Bergen, and County Clerk 

Joanne Rajoppi. 

The Honorable County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi made a gift presentatron to ICreeholder '\lexander 
Mirabella. 

The Honorable Coumv Clerk Joanne Rajoppi, the Honorable County Surrogate .James S. LaCorte and 
the Honorable County Sheriff Joseph Cryan, on behalf of the Constitutional Officers Association of 
l\icw Jersey, will make a presentation to Freeholder Mohamed S. Jalloh, Chairman Bruce H. Bergen, 
and Vice Chairman Sergio Granados. 

Lenore Scuny, President of the Union County \Xlomen's PoEtical C:aucus, made a gift presentation 

County Clerkjoanne Rajoppi. 

On behalf of Chairman Green, Senator Scutari presented gifts to the newly elected Freeholders. 

Clerk of the Board Pcllcttiere called upon Joanne Rajoppi to present Freeholder /vlirabclla with a gift. 

Joanne Rajoppi called up the Constitutional officers. She said they work for the residence of the C:ounry 

and ::~aid they have a great relationship, unlike olhcr counties. 

Surrogate LaCorte agreed that other counties do not have the kind of relationship that the Constitutional 

Sheriff Cryan stated that when everyone works well together it makes for a better gm'crnment. He 

thanked everyone for their support and wished everyone a Happy New Y car. 

,\liPutc,; of the: Union Cnt~nty Bmrd ot'C-:host·n Fn·eholder$ lnsta!lnlion & Rcorgani%alion :-.lectin~ January 3, 20\(,- Page 7 of J(, 
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Conn tv Clerk Rajoppi presented gifts to Chairman Bergen and the newly elected Freeholders. 

President of the Union County Policical Caucus Lenore Scurry made a 1,>ift presentation to County Clerk 

.Joanne RajoppL 

President of the Statewide Policical Caucus Michele Bitritto said it was an honor to presem County Clerk 

Rajopp1. . 

The Clerk of the Board called upon Deputy Chairman Colleen l'vlahr to present a gift to Freeholder 

i\'lirabclb. She congratulated the newly elected Freeholders. 

The Clerk of the Board congratulated each of the elected officials and called the roll. There were nine 

members of the Board present. 

The Statement of Compliance with the Open Puhltc lvleetings Act was read by the Clerk of the Board. 

The first order of business was the election of a Chairtnan. 

]ames E. Pclleuiere, Clerk of the Board, called for nominations for the clecrjon of a Chmrman Pro-Tem of 
the Board ofCho>en Freeholders for the year 2016. 

Chairman Jalloh nominated Freeholder 1-ludak for Chairman Pro-Tem. The motjon was seconded by 

Freeholder Estrada. Roll call showed nine members of the Board voted in the affirmacive. 

Freeholder 1-ludak called for norn.inacions for the election of a Chairman of the Board of Chosen 
Freeholders for the year 2016. 

F'recbolder jalloh nomjnated Freeholder Bergen. ·rhe motion was seconded by Freeholder Wright. Roll 
udl showed nine members of the Board voted in the affirn1ative. 

L\fin::c:; of tho.: Union County Br,ard of C:10~e:n hccholJcrs ln~talbtion & Rcorg:mi'l:ttion i\!cning- J:1nu:1:;· 1, 21)1 G- P~g(· 8 of 1 () 
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The next orclcr of business is the election of a Vice Chamnan for the Board of Chosen Freeholders for 

the year 2016. Chairman Bergen calls for nominations for the election of a Vice Chairman of the Board 

of Chosen Freeholders for the year 20 I (J, 

The Honorable Assemblyman and Union County Democratic Chairman Jerry Green administered the 

Oach of Office to Vice Charrman Sergio Granados. 

Hold111g the Bible for Vice Chairman Sergio Granados was his sister, Vanessa) 

i\0JNU:\L MESSAGE 

Chairman Bruce 1-l. Bergen deliverecl the Chairman's 1\nnual Message as follows: 

Honored Clergy, fellow JCrecholders, elected officials, family, friends, and citizens of Union 

County: 

Happy New Year to all, and thank you for being here today. In particular, thanks to the Jets 

fans who \vill be missing the beginning of their vc:ry irnportant gatne against the Bills. 

Thank you, Judge Cassidy, for once again lendrng us your Courtroom and for your 

pa rticipa cion in our rcorganiza tion. 

I would likL: to begin by expressing tny love and appreciation to tny wife Jodi and our 

children Stefanie and Ross for their support and understanding for so many years. 

I also want to rhank my friends \Vho have joined us today including, of course, the members 

of the Springfield Democratic party who have accompanied me through most of my 35 years 

in loca1 politics and government, \vhich has brought me here today. ]n particular I must 

mention 111) .. lat~ friend Bill Cieri, former Springfield iV[ayor, who took me under his \ving 

ancl taught mew much. 

I would be remiss if I did not thank my friencl and mentor, former Democratic County 

Chairman, Charlotte DeFilippo for all that she did to teach me and guide me over the course 

of more than 30 years of friendship. 

l\fillU1l'S (lf rhe llnion C(lunty Board nl \.hos:::n Fr::::::holJer~ l:l,t:l:::ltiun & 1\eoQ.;ar.:~.ation i\-Jcuing- .!anuary 3, 2(1]6- Page<) ur 1 (, 
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1 would also like to thank our Dernocmllc Cha.innan, Jerry Green, so1ncone else I have 

known and worked with for many decades, for his leadership of our party, which enjoyed 

another banner year at the polls all across our county. 

Congmtulattons to my colleagues and running mates, AI lviirabella and Mohamed Jalloh, on 

their respL:cLive re-dections. \'(/e n1akc a great team! 

1\lso, congratulatrons to my dear frrcnd from Springfield, and our distinguished County 

Clerk, Joann Rajoppi, for her ovenvhelrning re-dection. 

I would like to acl<nowlcdge and thank my predecessor, Chatrman Mohamed Jalloh for his 

leadership of the board in 2015. In fact, during my three years on the Board I have had the 

benefit of learnrng from three excellent Chaus, Freeholder Carter, Freeholder Hudak and 

Freeholder Jalloh, all of who arc role models for me and have helped bring out: County to 

where it is today. 

1 also 'velconH.~ our new Vice Chairn1cu1, Sergio Granados. Your enL~rgy and cnthus1asm 

continues to be an invaluable asset to this board, and I look forward to serving beside you. 

Frnallv, I would like to thank my colleagues fur electing me to serve as Chairman. I look 

forward to wotktng with each and every one of you in the cotning year as we continue the 

progress. 

My story is not unhke other·s who have Union County roots with working class parents. I 

was born in Elizabeth, raised in Cranford and made my home in Springfield. T have helped 

build a long-standing business in Elizabeth and now Cranford, as my father once did. 

T learned nwch from my parent~ about the importance of hard work and commitment to the 

corntnuniLy, and that helped inspire me into a l_ife of public service. 

i\s Israeli Prune Minister Golda lvlcir said about public service, "I never did anyrhing alone. 

Whatever was accomplished ... was accomplished collccttvcly." This Freeholder Boatel 

succeeds because we arc a tcan1 that puts con1tniuncnt to others and the conununity above 

individual mrerest. 

Wrth thrs tn mind, I am announcmg a set of tnmattves entitled "One County, One 

Con1rrnullty/' that dcrnonstt:atcs this board's cotnntitn1cnt to all of our cit1zens. \Y./c \vill 

focus on imtiatives tmpacting: 

:-., finut\·~ or· th(' Unirm Ctnmry Bo:1rd of Cl10~cn l'rccholJus ln:>rallmion & Reor)!anizarioc l\kctmg _l:mu~ry 3, 2016- Page 10 oi' 1 (l 
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-;\'ly first initiative, entitled "1\·Iove, Connect, Grow" addresses one of Un_ion County's 

greatest assets-our transportation infrastructure. 

As part of this, we ~trc drafting an update to our Transportation T\ifastcr Plan, which is 

perhaps one of our most important planning documents. t\ ftcr an opportunity for 

continued public comment a final report wtll be released by June. 

Next, we will once again offer "Infrastructure Grants" to our municipalities. The grant 

program, which was originally envisioned by Freeholder Hudak, can be used to fund a 

variety of projects. But because maintenance of roads is a priority of our residents, we will 

ask municipalities to pnontize local road paving. 

Rcsidcnrs have also asked for new bike paths. I am pleased to announce we will be working 

to create unique paths for cvclists, hikers, and horse riders in the \'Vatchung Reservation. 

cl'his plan ·will be unveiled soon. 

Along with Freeholder Kowalski on the Rat:itan Valley Rail Coalition and Freeholder Estrada 

on the NJTP;\, we will continue out: advocacy to expand the one-scat nde to New York City 

and for the consrrucr..ion of the nc\v Gateway Tunnel project. 

Both arc so critically in1portm1t to the cconum..ic vitality of tltis region. 

'l'his drive to in1provc our transportation nctwork cotnplcn1ents my second initiative "Union 

County: At \\/ork and Play." This initi:Hivc includes nc\v jobs, business assistance grants, and 

quality of life intproverncnts, as well as econonllc dcvclopn1ent programs. 

Firsl, we talk about jobs· --and Union County has had a lot of success in this area. 1\t the end 

of 2014, rhc Freeholder Board announced a $2.3 million invesnnent creating the Union 

County Workforce Innovation Center at the !'dills at Jersey Gardens. This has resulted in 

well over 1,000 job opportunities for County residents in 2015. I am pleased to announce, 
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with the cooperation of the County College we will continue to CJ:eate more job 

opportunities, as the Innovation Center becon1es a regional hub. 

Com_ing fron1 a background in sn1all business, l recognize that government has an important 

role to play in spurnng growth \ViLh incentives and loans. Thanks in part to a n1atch from 

the County, the UCEDC was recently awarded a $1.3 million gram from the federal 

government to make loans ranging from $50,000 to S250,000 to small businesses. 

The New Year will also witness a sencs of ribbon cuttings and special announcemems for 

our County College and our Parks system. '{ou may have noticed various renderings of 

those projects on display out::;ide the courtroom: 

• \Xlc \vill cur the ribbon on the new \Varinanco Skating R.ink, where \Ve \vill continue 

to rnakc tn~morics for future generations. I too have 1ny own mcmone::;, a:-; 1 learneJ to 

sbte there, as did my son and daughter. 

• We will abo cut the ribbon on the expanded \'Vatchung Stables, which creates an 

indoor ring to enable year-round usc. 

• .Just down the road frmn the Stables, the Union County Trailside "'an1rc n.nd Sc1encc 

Center will be n1arking its 75th anniversary with a ::;eries of progran1s. 

This July \vill also witness two prorninent golf tournarncnts in Union County: The PGA 

Championship will once again be at Baltusrol Golf Course in Springfield and the 96'h annual 

NJ State Coif t\ssociation Open Champiomhip wrll tee off at the (3alloping Hill Golf 

Course-marking the first time cv<:r it has been held at a publtc course. 

\XIc should all take pride that OUI: in,~estlnent in out: Golf Division continues to reap 

dividends. 

\V'id1 regard to Union County College, we expect to have two ribbon cuttings-one at the 

refurbished Plamficld Campus in June and then at the expanded Cranford campus in July. 

These drawrngs are 111 the lobby as well. 

This past year, the College reported its highest graduation rate in over 20 years, and the 

largest group of graduates ever. 

Cmon County College educates the largest number of Associate Degree-prepared nurses in 

the State, which brings me t:o my next point: 

i\L;lutt:~ D( Lht: Unin:1 County HoarJ uf Ch<J~Ll' Fnch.,IJcr~ lmtallatio:l & Hcr>rganizatio·t i\.kcting- Jarunry 3, ?.01 (,- Page 12 of 1(, 
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LiCC has announced ll 1S seeking to becotne the Grst Lotnn1un1ty College 111 the state to 

offer a bachelor's degree in nursing. I will ask my colleagues on me board to put forward a 

.resolution at our next ntecting, supporting that effort. Thank you Dr. l'vldvicnam.in for vour 

partnership \Vith our board. 

Our library grant program, which was envisioned by Freeholder Kowalski, began last year 

and proved to be wildly popular. This year we will double the amount of money we offer 

for grants, because all Union County con11nunitics deserve a great library. 

rvry third initiative addresses the importance of dieital technoloeics and eovcrnmcntal 

outreach. The past decade has \Vitnessed a dri!11li'!tic ch:1ngc in how governn1ents 

communicate with their residents. While this outreach still involves traditional media, it also 

involves social and wcb-ba>cd media. 'l be County of Union has been a leader in these areas, 

being one of the first in New Jet·sey to open a Facebook account, and the first to have an 

Instagrarn accounl. 

\\lith the c:-..;:p<tnslon of the usc of App.s, I atn announcing the: creation of the Union County 

App in 2016. Thts will help users sray informed and safe wtth the almanac of mformarion 

and real-time data it will feature. 1n fact, today we ~!tl' taking pictures which \.v!11 shortly be 

posted on our soc1al media. And, if you have not yet gotten our new can.l listing our social 

n1edia accounts please make sutc you get one before you leave . 

. Also, on Earth Day, the Union Couruy App will feature a special new section on tny fourth 

1mttauve1 "L n1on County J\1eans Green." 

J.,,~en tts we enjoyed the tithulous weather the past month, 1t is hard not to wonder if global 

wanning could be at play, and not just the polar vortex. 

Smce the nc\v mtllcnnturn, L~nwn County has worked co l.rnplCinent gn.:cn 1111t1acivcs through 

our Open Space Program, through LEED certified buildings, solar panels, recycling 

initiatives, and composting. 

'T'his year brings several new progra1ns including a "Union County IV1cans Green': scnllnar 

for busme"es. This will be presented through our popnlar Union County Means Business 

sc.:ries. Also, through our .Recycling Bureau, we will introduce an educator who will visit our 

grammar schools to teach recycling in a program ironically titled "Talkin' Trash." 
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Although we hear it less often, :.Jew Jersey is still kno\vn as the "G~1rdcn State," because of 

its rich agricultural tradition. ln acknowledgement of this history, UC l\•!eans Green will offer 

a "Community Garden Grant" program for new and existing gardens. 

l-Ja,cing grown up in Cranford close to the Rahway River, and then buying a house in 

Springfield ncar the river, I know full well the dcvastat.lon that flooding has created wrrhin 

our towns. :\s the Rahwily River 1;\ood !'vlittgarion plan tnovcs fonvard, my col1eagucs on the 

Freeholder board and I will continue to advocate for the plan and for Federal and State 

funding. 

These initiatives have addressed tnany issues, but \vhat about taking care of chose tnost in 

need? 

For as a grcar American and forn1er Vice President, Hubert I-Iun1phrcy, one of n1y personal 

hcrm::;, once said, "The tnural test of govenuncnt is how that govcrnrnenl treats Ll1ose who 

arc in the dawn of life- the children; those who arc in the twilight of life- the elderly; and 

those who arc rn the shadows of life- the srck, the needy and the handicapped." 

In the past, in spite of cuts in state funding, this Fredwlder Board has fully funded Lhc safety 

net in Union County. We wrll continue to be prepared to take the necessary steps to restore 

funding to essential programs that may be cut this year by the state or federal government. 

tvly fifth inittative therefore aims to assist those who have been there for us, and continue to 

play a vrtal role in our commurury: our seniors and V cterans, and also our Union County 

\V0111CI1. 

Following the lead of Freeholder \\I right, who has often focused on the needs of our seniors, 

we declare 2016 as the "Year of the Senior" through two programs last offered in 2000: 

s~n1ors 111 !'>lotion, and the Senior Focus program. 

Through Sc:niors in ['\'lotion, the County will provide municipalities \Vith a passenger van to 

offer senior citizen u:ansportat.ion services. \Y!t.:. arc aitning to begin the applicaLion process 

through our 1-1 uman Sct"'.'iccs Department by the end of March. 

\\lc will also re-offcr: the "Senior Focus" program, which is a t,>Tant program dedicated to 

rmprovmg and enhancing senior centers in each of our 21 municipalities. During the last 

round, Senior Focus awards wctT used for rnajor brick and ll1ortar projects. This titne 

i\!il:lllt:~ 11f th,; L 11ion CtJl::lt)' BoanJ (Jf Ch1J~t.:ll F:-c~;hokicr~ l:l~Uilatu,:l & JI.J:m~allizatioll i'dt:t:Lill,li- J:lllll:lr} :'1, 201(1 - ]',lgc 14 ,,r 16 
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atul!nd we anLicipate funding for snuller itctns such as ne\v kitchens, new doors, windows, 

or other interior objects or renovations. 

Next, we will create the l Jmon Counry Division on \XIotnen. This one-person office will help 

provide infonna6on worncn need to accc::>s governrncnt services and resources. T t will also 

serve as a referral source, an advocate and to coo1:dlnate with program~ :;uch as "UC \Xlumcn 

,'vlcans l>usincss," the Rape Crisis Center, and the UC Commission on the Status of Women. 

i\s the final part of this initiative, we will launch the "UC HERO" progran1 in honor of ow: 

V ctemns, who have defended our Country. ,\dministered through Human Services and 

Veterans i\ffa1rs, th1s progmm will partner with the Workforce Investment Board and the 

County College to assist our Vets with a variety of prograrns. 

'fhis includes: 

• ctnployment services, training ·and job fairs; 

• encouraging bus1ncsscs to hire-a-V ct; and 

• conucctiug our Vets with the social services they may reguite. 

r\ strong Union County con1n1uniry must also be a safe one, and \VC arc comn1itrcd to 

providing programs to further this objective in 2016. My sixth initiative, addressing public 

safety includes several items: 

• \Y./c \vill shortly unveil a new GIS systctn that \Vill actively assist first responders in 

cn1crgcnC1cs; 

• We will launch the "Fire l'vlutual Aide Radio project," an effort to equip the County's 

20 Fire Dcparuncnts with con1patibk: radios to promote communication during 

cmcrgcnClcs; 

• \Y./c will continue to install cameras m various County parks. 

• And the Sheriffs Office will continue to train for acti\'C shooter response at our 

county fae1lities to better protect our employees and the public. 

:Vly final 1niriativc addresses the need for a regional animal shelter that would provide our 

tnunicipalitics \vith a consistent level of animal control services and promote hutnane 

ueatmem. Previously, the County commissioned a fcasibilitv smdy for an animal shelter. 

With many muruc1pahties su'Ugghng beneath the we1ght of this mandated service, we will 

"-f,nuk~ of the Union County Bo:uJ uf Chust.:n Frt.:dwlJcrs lmwlbti(>!l & Reorganization "-leeting- Janu:~ry 3, 20 I(,- l'agc 15 of ](, 
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nuw n:vise this plan and n1ove forward with design and siting. On today's agenda, we will 

vote to take the next step in the proccS>. 

Thl' shelter \vill provide adoptive serv-ices and be run by the County, with volunteers. \V'c are 

hoping to have plans in place and unveil them this summer during a new event "Bark in the 

!'ark" at the Union County Dog !'ark at Echo Lake. 

Taken as a whole, "One CoLmty, One Cotnrnunity" initiatives are not only designed to create 

a vision and game plan for 2016, but also to challenge us to do better for our communir,·. I 

look fonvard to \Vorking wirh our County fan1ily, our cn1ployees, our many prrvatc social 

servtce agencies and residents in bringing the con11nunny together in achieving these 

objectives. 

Once again, I wish you all a very Happy New Year. 

BENEDICTION 

Rabbi Joshua HcS> of the Congrcgallon 1\nshe Chcscd gave Ll1c Benediction. 

RECESS 

Chairman Bergen called for a recess before starting the Business portion of the i'l'leeting. 

i\hnult::~ of th~.: Uitiun C:uunty Bu~ml or ChiJSt:ll F~c~.::mlJcr:-; lnHallat:IJ!l & Rt::or,~,;ani%ati(Jn i\!ccting- January ,), 21.11 r.- P~cgt.: J(j of ]() 
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 3, 2016 
MINUTES OF THE REORGANIZATION MEETING 

Chairman bruce H. lkrgen called the meeting to order at 1:54 PI\L 

Roll call showed Vice Chairman Sergio Granados, Freeholder t\ngcl G. Estrada, Prceholder 
Chnstopher Hudak, Freeholder Bette Jane' Kowalski, Freeholder Alexander Mirabella, 
Freeholder V ernell Wright, Freeholder Linda Carter and Freeholder Mohamed S. Jalloh 
\Vere in attendance. 

Prayer and salute to the Flag were led by the Clerk of the Board. 

Statement of Complrancc with the Open Public !\ketings £\et was read by the Clerk of the 
Board. 

APPROVAL OF COMMUNICATIONS 

Note and File 

Chflirrn.an Bergen called for a n1otion to approve the Con1111umcations. The motion 
was made by freeholder Mirabella and seconded by Freeholder Kowalski. Roll call 
showed nine tnen1bers of the BoarU votetl in the affirnuttivc. 

MINUTES APPROVAL 

1. Thursday, June 11,2015- Agenda Setting Session 
2. J'hursday,June 18,2015- Regular :V!eeting 
3. Thursday, July 9, 2015- Agenda Setting Session 
4. Thursday, July 16, 2015- Regular [\.Jeering 
5. Thursday, August G, 2015- Agenda Setting Session 
G. Thursday, August 20, 2015- Regular l\[ccting 

Chairman Bergen called for a motion to adopt the Minutes. The motion was made 
by Freeholder Kowalski and seconded by Vice Chairman Granados. Roll call 
showed cighr- tncn1bcrs of the l3oard voted in the affirn1arivc w1rh F·rccholdcr Carter 
abscaining fro111 the JunL~ 11, 2015 Agenda Setting Session; nine rnctnbcrs of the 
Board voted in the affirmative for the June 18, 2015 Regular Meeting Minutes; nine 
members of the Board voted in the affirmative for the July 9, 2015 .Agenda Set:ting 
Sessron, seven members of the Board voted in the affirmative for the July 16, 2015 
Regub.r :0.1ecting Jvfim_nc::; \vith Frecholckr Hndak and Frccholclcr i\1fir:1hclb 

abscaining; nine tnembers of the BoarJ voted in the affumative for the August 6, 
2016 :\gcnda Setting Session and nine members of the Board voted in the 
affirn1auve for the August 20, 2015 Regular lvlceung tvlinurcs. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT PORTION 

The meeting is open to the public for the purpose of commenting on Resolutions 
being otTcrcd for adoptton only. 

There \vere no con1n1cnts. 

RESOLUTIONS 

2016-1 

2016-2 

2016-3 

2016-4 

2016-5 

2016-6 

CHAIRMAN BRUCE H. BERGEN: Adopting the Bylaws and Rules of l'rocedures for 
the Y car 2016. 

On a motion made by freeholder Hudak and seconded by Freeholder Mirabella. 
Roll call showed nine members of the Board voted in the affirmative. 

CHAIRMAN BRUCE H. BERGEN: Adopting the Meeting Schedule of the Union 
Count)' Board of Chosen Freeholders for the Year of 201 G. 

On a motion nude by Freeholder Hudak and seconded by Freeholder Mirabella. 
Roll cal.l showed nine tnernbers of the Board voted in the :1ffirmativc. 

CHAIRMAN BRUCE H. BERGEN: Designating the following newspapers as 
rcciprcnrs of legal notices of the County of Union for the Year 2016: Gannett NJ 
Newspaper (Home News Tribune, Courier News), \Vorrall Community Newspapers 
(Union County Local Source), La Voz, \Xfestlield Leader/Fanwood Times, NJ 
1\dvanced Media (Star Leuger) and NJN l'ublishing (Suburban News), l ·:1 
Espccialito, Vrstazo Hrspano, LLC, and further making available a sum not tu exceed 
$'150,000.00 for the provision of said legal notices. 

On a motion made by Frecholuer Huuak and seconded by Freeholder Mirabella. 
Roll call showed mne members of the Board voted in the affirmative. 

CHAIRMAN BRUCE H. BERGEN: Adopting the Temporary Budget for the Ye~r 
2016. 

On a motion made by Freeholuer Huuak and seconded by Freeholder Mirabella. 
Roll call showed nine members of the Board voted in the affirmative. 

CHAIRMAN BRUCE H. BERGEN: To establish Change Funds for calendar year 

2016. 

On a motion made by Freeholder Hudak and seconded by Freeholder Mirabella. 
Roll call showed nine members of the Board voted in the affir:mative. 

CHAIRMAN BRUCE H. BERGEN: Establishing Petty Cash Funds for Calendar Year 

2016. 

On a motion made by Freeholder Huuak and seconded by Freeholder Mirabella. 
Roll call showed nine members of the Board voted in the affir:mative. 
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2016-7 

2016-8 

2016-9 

2016-10 

2016-11 

2016-12 

2016-13 

Janu~u-y 3, 2016 

CHAIRMAN BRUCE H. BERGEN: Designating depositories wherein all public 
monies and funds of the County of Union shall be kept for the year 2016. 

On a monon made bv Freeholder Hudak and seconded by Freeholder 1\-lirabella. 
Roll c!.l! showed nine n1cmbc:rs of rhe Bo~rd vorcd in the afflrn1ativc. 

CHAIRMAN BRUCE H. BERGEN: Signatories for Calendar Year 2016. 

On a motion made by Freeholder lludak and seconded by Freeholder Mrrabella. 
Roll call showed nine members of the Hoard voted in the affirmative. 

CHAIRMAN BRUCE H. BERGEN: Approving a list of pre-qualified financial advisors 
for the year 201 () 

On a motion made by Freeholder Hudak and seconded by Freeholder Mirabella. 
,, '' 11 1 1 • • r • ,-, • 1 • 1 r.- · 
!~Oil call snowea mnc memoers or [llC noara votca m tnc arnrmauvc. 

CHAIRMAN BRUCE H. BERGEN: Authorizing the usc of NJ State, Somerset 
Count')', ivfiddlescx Regronal and Cranford Police cooperative contracts as exceptions 
to bidding pmsuam to NJSA 40A: 11 I 0,11 and 12 and NJ AC 5:34-Subchapter 7 for 
201(,, 

On a mutton made by Freeholder Hudak and seconded by Freeholder Mirabella. 
R.ol1 call showed nine 1ncmbcrs of the Board voted in Ehc afflnnativl!. 

CHAIRMAN BRUCE H. BERGEN: .Awardmg a contract to Rogut McCarthy, LLC, 
Cranford, I'-Jcw jersey to provide specialized counsel services in conncc(ion with the 
issuance of bond<, or notes by the County of Union from January 1, 2016 through 
December 31,2016. 

On a motion made by Freeholder Hudak and seconded by Freeholder Mirabella. 
Rnll call showed nine tncrnbcrs of the Bo(lrd voted in the afftnnativc. 

CHAIRMAN BRUCE H. BERGEN: 1\uthonzing tl1c County Manager to award a 

contract to \'\1clJC..T Do\vd La\v of \Voodland Park, New Jcrscy' to provide Credit and 

Collections services ro Cornerstone Behavioral Health Hospital of Union County for 
the contr:act period January I, 2016 through December 1, 201 (,_ 

On a motion made by Freeholder Hudak and seconded by Freeholder: Mirabella. 
Roll call showed mne members of the Board voted in the affirmative. 

CHAIRMAN BRUCE H. BERGEN: 1\warding a contract to Bauch, Zucker, Hatfield, 
LLC to set\'C as Labor and Personnel Counsel f.rorn .January 1, 2016 through 
December .)1, 201!i, in an amount not to exceed Sl 00,000.00. 

()n a n1otion mad~ by Freeholder Hudak and seconded by J·•rceholder J\.tf1rabe1la. 
Roll call showed mnc member:s of the Board voted in the affirmative. 
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2016-14 

2016-15 

2016-16 

2016-17 

2016-18 

2016-19 

t\gcnJa January 3. 2016 

CHAIRMAN BRUCE H. BERGEN: !\warding a contract to Roth D'1\quanni, LLC to 
serve as personnel counsel from January 1; 2016 through December 31, 2016 in an 
amount not to exceed $75,000.00. 

On a motion made by Freeholder Jludak and seconded bv Freeholder l'vlirabella. 
Roll ca1l ~;ho\ved nine n1cmbers of the Hoard voted in the affirntativc. 

CHAIRMAN BRUCE H. BERGEN: Awarding a contract to Eric :VI. Bernstein & 

AssoCiates, LLC, \Varrcn, New Jersey to serve as iabor and personnel counsel from 
Janual)' 1, 2016 through December 31, 2016 in an amount not to exceed $25,000.00. 

On a motion made by Freeholder Hudak and seconded by Freeholder l'vlirabclla. 
Roll call showed nine members of the Board voted in the affirmative. 

CHAIRMAN BRUCE H. BERGEN: Awarding a contract to James Jude Plata, Esq., 

VercJna, New Jersey to provide \'Vorket's Compensation Defense Counsel Services 
for the period of J <u1uary 'l, 20'16 tl1Iough Decerrlbl.;!r 31, 201 G with any surns to be 
paid through the Third Party Administrator. 

On a !notion rnade by Freeholder Hudak and seconded by Freeholder Mirabella. 
Roll call ~howed nine rnctnbers of the l}oard voted in the affinnati,rc. 

CHAIRMAN BRUCE H. BERGEN: A Resolution """rding a contract to Manuel R. 

Crova, Esq. as Special Counsel to the Uniou County Planning Board for the period 
of January 1, 2U1 G to Dccc1nbcr 31, 2016 at an a1nount not to exceed $30,000.00. 

On a motion made by Freeholder Hudak >llld seconded by Fteeholdcr Mirabella. 
Roii caU showed nine 1ncmbcrs of the Board voted in the affrrrnative. 

CHAIRMAN BRUCE H. BERGEN: 1\urhonzing the County :\-Tanager to award a 
conLract to Continuum Voice and Dara Systems, lnc., Syracuse, New York for the 
purposes of providing proprietary software n1aintcnance services for the OnBase 
l~Prn1Yh -1\'l~n:HWml'nt n1·nnricrv "nfnv:1rr~ """rcn1 nf rhe Countv for thf-' neriDd nf ·---------- · ·······'='-------- L---~-----.' ----------- ·;- ----- --- - - --- ·;' - - r -

January 1, 2016 through December 31, 2016 exercising the County's option to renew 
using the exception to bidding NJSA 40A 11-15 (1) (dd), in an amount not to exceed 
,...,....., ,.., ,,, "" 
.)LO,L"tV.UIJ. 

On a motion made by Freeholder Hudak and seconded by Freeholder l\Iirabella. 
Roll call showed mne members of the Hoard voted 111 the aftirmativc. 

CHAIRMAN BRUCE H. BERGEN: !\mending Resolution Number 2015-466, adopted 
t'vlay 28, 2015 which awarded United Way of Greater Union County a contract to 
proYidc the necessary services for the Focus on Families Initiative, modifying the 

account nUJnbcr and extending the contract period from January l, 20H) to February 
29,2016 

On a motion made by Freeholder 1-lulial< and seconded tJy Freeholder iviirabelia. 
Roll call showed nme members of the Board voted in the affirmative. 
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2016-20 

2016-21 

2016-22 

2016-23 

2016-24 

2016-25 

2016-26 

CHAIRMAN BRUCE H. BERGEN: Resolution authorizing the County 1\hnager to 
enter into a Professional Engineering Service contract \vith Harbor Consultants of 

Cranford, New Jersey to prO\•ide Conceptual Dcsif,>n Services and Site ltwestigation 
for a Union County Ammal Shelter man amount not to exceed S44,000.00. (Cnion 
County Engincenng Project 'Jutnbcr 2015-037) 

On a motion made by Freeholder lludak and seconded by Freeholder Mirabella. 
Roll call showed nine tnctnbcrs of the Board voted in the affirtnative. 

CHAIRMAN BRUCE H. BERGEN: Resolution granting permission co the Township 
of Scotch Plaim to place a banner across Park Avenue at the intersection of Front 
Street and Park ,'\venue from Januat)' R, 2016 to, on or about Januaq 19, 2016 for 
the Martin Luther King Service which will be held on Monday, January 18, 20 I 6. 

On a motion made by Freeholder !Iudak and seconded by 1-'teeholder Mirabella. 
Roll call showed nine members of the Board voted in the affirmative. 

CHAIRMAN BRUCE H. BERGEN: Adopting the rreeholder Standlng Committee 
Assignments for 2016. 

On a motion made by Freeholder Hudak and seconded by Freeholder Mirabella. 
!Zoll call showed nme members of the Board voted in the affirmative. 

CHAIRMAN BRUCE H. BERGE:-.1: Appointing members of the Freeholder Board as 
liaisons to -..:.carious AdvisOlJ Boards for the Year ?016. 

On a motion made by l'reeholder Hudak and seconded by Freeholder Mirabella. 
,, ., , ' 1 • 1 r . 1 n 1 • 1 · . 1 rr . · 
Kou cau snowea mne memDers or rnc noilro vorco In rne arnrn1anYe. 

CHAIRMAN IlRUCE H. BERGEN: Appointing l'recholdcr Angel G. Estrada as the 
L.:nion County Delegate to Meadow link for a term commencmg January I, 2016 and 
exptring December .) 1, 2016. 

On a motion made by Freeholder Hudak and seconded by Freeholder Mirabella. 
Roll call showed nine members of the Board voted in the affirmative. 

CHAIRMAN BRUCE H. BERGEN: Appointing the following as representatives to the 
North J crscy Transportation Plannmg Authority for the term commencing January 1, 
2016 and expiring Dccctllbcr 31, 201 (): Freeholder Angel CT. Estrada (Delegate) and 
Freeholder Sergio Granados (Alternate). 

On a motion made by Freeholder Hudak and seconded by l'recholdC1' M1rahella. 
Roll call showed nine members of the Board voted in the affirmative. 

CHAIRMA'l BRUCE H. BERGE!\': 1\ppointing the following as representatives to the 
:\J cw J crsey Association of Counties for the tenn comtnencing January 1, 201 (, flnd 
,,.,...,., .. ;...,_.... 1-"'l.o...-..,.....,.l-u, .. ~1 'ln1 {... "[:'...,,v,hn.l..-l.r. .. ,l .... n..-.11 \Y! .. ;,..l,.r 111.-..l.-.r.-.-.t"r•\• D .. ..-.nhn.Jr1,... .. l~n.t-t-n. 
L.l''>.jl.Ll.ll.l.tJ .L./\,...\...\_,lJliJ"-'1.. J.J_' ~VlV• l_ .LVI,...Ll.V.l.\,..LI,....L \ \_.J..ll'•...l.J.. ~V.LJ.,SJIL \.._.,'-'''-'b«l-'--j) 1 .l-V'-'1-'-V-'-U'-'.l. -'J'•·"·'-'-' 

Jane Kowalski (Alternate); and County Manager t\lfred J. Paella (Second Alternate). 

On a motion made by Freeholder Hudak and :::.LTondcd by Freeholder Tvfirabcila. 
Roll call showed nine members of the Board voted in the affirmative. 
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2016-27 

2016-28 

2016-29 

CHAIRMAN BRUCE H. BERGEN: Appointing \hrgaret M. Mcl'vlanus as an _1\lternate 
Cotntnissioncr (#2) to the Union County Udlities Authority to fill an unexpired term 
ending .January 31, 2016; and subscqucnrly reappointing l\hrgaret M. fVkManus to a 
term Beginning February 1, 2016 throughjanuary 31,2021. 

On a motion 1nadc by Freeholder !-! udak and seconded by Freeholder i\firabclb. 

Roll call showed nine metnbe.rs of the Board voted in the affirmative. 

CHAIRMAN BRUCE H. BERGEN: Congratulating the foiiowing women for tJemg 
chosen as the 2016 \Vomcn of Excellence: Maria t\nderson (Law), Dr. Cynthia 
Atkins (Women's 1\dvocacy), Nancy Benz (Mental Health), Margaret Chowdhury 

(Envi.ronn1ental Advocate), Elall1e Coupe (Youth Advocacy), Kin1 Eason 

(Community Service), Barbara 1\rminio LaMon (Lifetime Achievement), Carmen 

Sa!avarricta (Community Activi~t), Janet Siegal (r\{cdicinc/Hcalth Care)~ D1:. Candace 
Wicke (1\ rts & Humanities). 

C)n a rnot1on made by Freeholder Hudak ::u1d :-;ecu11dl.:d by Frccholdc~: ~vfirabclla. 

Roll call showed nine members of the Board voted in the afftrmative. 

CHAIRMAN BRUCE H. BERGEN: i\ppomtmg Margaret Bandrowski to the Shade 
Tree i\dvisorv Board for a term beginning january 1, 2016 to December 31,2016. 

On a monon made by Freeholder Hudak and seconded by Freeholder Mirabella. 

Roll call showed nine members of the Board voted 111 the affirmative. 

FREEHOLDER SPONSORED RESOLUTIONS 

2016-30 

2016-31 

2016-32 

FREEHOLDER CHRISTOPHER HUDAK: Resolution objecting to the dedication of 

public funds to case managen1cnt at the expense of rcnral assistance, and urging the 
r-. rry ro • 1 ·. n·.: :1. 

uepartn1ent ot r-Juman ;::,cr.'1Ces ro rcsrore rcnraL ass1srancc as an errecuvc, cviucHcc-

bascd homeless prevention strategy that has enabled our n1osc vulnerable cirizcns to 

live in safety, and with dib'llity. 

On a motion made bv Freeholder Hudak ami seconded by Freeholder Mirabella. 
Roll call showed nine members of the Board voted in the affirmative. 

FREEHOLDER CHRISTOPHEl{ HUDAK: Laudatmy Resolution congratulaung l3ov 

Scour Troop 67 un delivering itc!ns to the non-profit rnilitary support organization 
''Bonds of Courage'' as part of its community service projecL 

Ou j\ tnuLlun tnade Gy Fn:.:cLuldu J-Iudak a11d seconded by Freeholder ~fll:abella. 

Roll call showed nine members of the Board voted in the affirmative. 

CHAIRMAN BRUCE H. BERGEN & THE ENTIRE BOARD: Laudatory resolution 

procbiming Monday, January 1 H, 2016 as Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

throughout the Countv of Union in recognition of his contribution..:; to the welfare of 

all mankind; and further embracing and commending all celebrations held in his 

honor. 
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2016-33 

On a motion made by Freeholder Hudak and seconded by Freeholder Mirabella. 
Roll call showed nine members of the Board voted in the affirmative. 

CHAIRMAN BRUCE H. BERGEN: Resolution supporting Senate Bill #S-63, which 
was pre-filed for offic~al introduction tn the 2016 legislative session, aims to prohibit 

the s:1le of pets from ''puppy 1T!ills 1
' in Nc'..v Jersey, including con1n1ercial sales by pet 

stores of puppies and k.itlens frorn large-scale breeding facilities prone ~o 

over breeding, inbreeding and neglect. 

On a motion made by Freeholder Hudak and seconded by Freeholder ;'v[ira bella. 

Roll call showed nine members of the Board voted ill the affumative. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

This meeting is open to the public for commenting on any governmental matter that 

a member of the public feels may be of concern to the restdents of the County. 

There were no comments. 

FREEHOLDER CO:\IMENTS 

Freeholder Carter congratulated Chairman Bergen and Vice C:hatrman Granados for 

being ckcted as Chairman and Vice Chairman of Lhc Freeholder Board and wished 

e\ceryonc a Happy New Y car. She also congratulated the winners and all the 
,•h-,..-le>t"\h• "'l"r. .,..,_,,.i-;r-;..-.nf<Arl ;_, t-hr• I i(' -..::tr>M t""'t"Aii""f''lt'¥1 'hp PVt"'\l'linPrl th'lt th('f'f' '\lf"t"(' " 
,)LU'-I>,_.I_Ll_~) ~~!IU 1-'Utt,l"-11'"1'-..._. Ul 0.01"- '--''-" '-''-"-!' j-'"-'-'6..LU.LU.o '-' '"- "-•'t-''._.L,,._. ..... L•IHL .. ,,...,..._ .... »"-..L"- ~ 

teams and a record nun1bcr of votes of more thnn 58,000, which is double rhc 

amount of the past. She explained that voting ended at m.idnight on December 30'". 

She asked if the \Vinncr could be announced at the next tnccting. 

Chairman Bergen responded yes, it \vill be announced at the ncx:r Freeholder 

mccung . 

._-;-,,.,.h"],J,.,. \Y/r1o-h1 rnn(n'ltnl<:ltPri the nr,,·Jv f'1f>rtf•d l_,'l"f'PhnlllPro;;; ~n~ \Vi<::he:cl f'Vf'l'VOt1f' . ..._~-··~· .......... ..._ .. ''b··~ -~--b····-····--·. - --··; -------. ·------------ ----- ·--~------ -- ---_, -----

a Happy New Year. 

n • • 1 •.r 1 1 · I 1 .--1 ' ""I"'> 1 -.cT• /'"1 · r"' 1 

l' rccno10cr l\,.OWalSKl congracuta(CO l......nauman ocrgen ~tuu v 1ct: L.nmnnau uranauu:s 

along wtth her colleagues and thanked them for supporting initiatives, especially the 
libnuy progr;1m, trnnsportntion, con1n1unity gardens, wotnen and seniors and all the 
in1portanl work that the Freeholders support throughour the year. 

h·eeholder Kowalski wished everyone a Happy New Y car. 

Freeholder Hudak congratulated all the newly elected offtcials and wished everyone a 

i iappy l"\1t:w Yt:ar. 

Freeholder Mirabella congratulated Chairman Bergen and Vice Chairman Granados 

and satd he ts looking forward to their initiatives. 

Vice Chairman Granndos wished the residents ofUnjon Countv a HaDDV New Year 
- - • l l .' 

and thanked his colleagues for the vote of confidence as Vice Chairman for the year 
201 G. He said he is looking forward to serving limon County. 
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I{, ·c >fg<lll:f.:J rion .\! t ·t:~ing 

Chainnan Bergen extended his 
on the passing of his tnothLr. 
everyone a Happy New Year. 

ADJOL:RNMENT 

i\,w.'nda Jmuary 3. 201 G 

syrnpachies to County l'vbnager Paella and h1s fami1y 
HL thankeU evet\'Olle Cor their support and \.vishcd 

Chair1nanBergen called for a ntotion to adjourn tlte tneeLing at 2:07 Pf\rL The motion \Vas made by 

rtct.:holdcr I(owalshl and seconded by freeholder Carter. Roll call sho\vcd nine members of the 
l>oanl voted 1n the affirmative. 

PageS of9 Printed 12/31/201) 



.J:mul(}' 3, 2016 

UN rON COUNTY HOAHD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS 2016 MEETING SCHEDULE 

P\ca5c note that meetings arc regularly held on Thursday evcntngs. .Agenda Setting Sessions and Regular _\lcctings are 
hdd rlt 7:00pm in the Freeholders' ivkcting Room, Administration Build:ng, 10 Elizabethtown Vbza, 6th Floor, 
Elizabeth, New Jersey, unless oLhenvise specified. In the event an .~-\gcnda Setting Session and Regular I-.fccting arc held 
on the same night, the 1\gcnda Setting Session will commence af 7:00pm and the Regular Meeting w>ll comn1cncc as 
~uon a5 po55ible after the ,.\genda Setting Session. 

Persons requinng a sign language lnt'crprcrcr slwuld contact the Office of the C:lerk of the Boanl at 908-527-4140. 

REORGANIZATION MEETING- SUNDAY, jANUARY 3, 2016 at 12:00 pm 

Assignment Judge Karen M. Cassidy's Courtroom, 2 Broad Street, Elizabeth, NJ 

2016 MEETING SCHEDULE 

AGENDA SETTING SESSION 

January 14, 2016 

February 4, 2016 
F cbrua1T 1 H, 2016 

March 3, 2016 
March 17, 2016 

April 7, 2016 
t\pril 21, 2016 

,Y!ay 5, 201 (, 
2v!ay 19, 2016 

June 2, 2016 
June 16, 2016 

July 14, 2016 

September 8, 201 (, 
September 22, 201 G 

October 6, 2016 
October 20, 2016 

'\Jovember 10, 2016 

December 1, 2016 
December 15, 2016 

JEP:mb 

REGULAR MEETINGS 

January 21, 2016 

February 11,2016 
February 18,2016 

March 10, 2016 
March .) 1, 2016 

i\pril14, 2016 
1\ pril 2tl, 2016 

May 12, 2016 
;'vlay 26, 2016 

June 9, 2016 
June 23, 2016 

July 21, 2016 

September 15, 2016 
September 29, 201 G 

October 13, 2016 
October 20, 2016 

November 22, 2016 ( ruesday) 

December 8, 201 6 
December 22, 2016 
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