THE UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Joseph C. BODEK Rebecca WILLIAMS James E. BAKER, Jr.
Chairman Vice-Chair

Michéle S. DELISFORT Alexander MIRABELLA

Stanley J. NERON Kimberly PALMIERI-MOUDED  Joseph SIGNORELLO || \ /o) TOUT MOUN SE MOUN N ST\ - ’
N O — : r;.—' - ~'
‘ @
S
Edward T. Oatman Amy Crisp Wagner James E. Pellettiere
County Manager Deputy County Manager Clerk of the Board

EXPLORE

& UNION COUNTY E_.,_ -?i

ucnjorg ©® @ o




Ve

Q1B , 90 B 2D

o DN (0L

Dear Boys and Girls of Union County, NJ,

| Om excited you have a copy
Heritage Coloring Book! A fun and meaningful way to celebratg
history, culture, and contributions of the Haitian community. Thro
these pages, youodl |l expl ore i
figures that reflect Haiti ds

Haitian Heritage Month, | hope this book encourages you to l¢
more, embrace diversity, and enjoy the beauty of different cultures,
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Sincerely,

/wxflxi . Gecodh

Joseph C. Bodek
Chairman, Union County Board of County Commissioners

Haitian-Americans, rooted in a rich heritage, proudly celebrate their culture |
strengthening communities across the
Kreyol, plays an important role in preserving cultural identity and connecting generg
Their story reflects the values of freedom, unity, and collective strength. Their ¢
continues to inspire understanding, pride, and connection across generations.
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Recognizing famous HaitiaAmericans is important because it celebrates
achievements, inspires future generations, and highlights the powerful influence of

creativity, and pride, serving as powerful reminders that greatness can grow from stro
Here are just a few of the many Haiti#mericans who have made a meaningful impact.
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AL HORFORD

NBA champion and

multiple-time
All-Star.

( EDWIDGE DANTICAT
Award-winning author
known for Breath,
Eyes, Memory.

JIMMY JEAN-LOUIS
Actor known for
roles in Heroes and
international films.

WYCLEF JEAN
Grammy-winning artist
H and former member
of the Fugees.

Award-winning actress
and role model, with Haitian
roots through her father,
known for inspiring young
people through her work in
film, fashion, and activism.

Designer known for
blending Haitian heritage
with global fashion.
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heritage around the world. From music and sports to literature, film, and activism, Haitiar
Americans have made lasting contributions across many fields. Their stories reflect refgilier
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Thank you for exploring the rich culture, history, and achievements of Haiti throug

contributions of the Haitian people throughout history. To discover more resources,
and ways to celebrate Haitian Heritage Month, visit ucnj.org/community for addi
information. Keep coloring, keep learning, and keep celebrating the vibrant spirit and
Impact of Haitii past, present, and future!
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Soup Joumoui s one of Hai ti 6s most bel oved i
New Year 6s Day to celebrate Haitian 1n
with calabaza squash, beef, pasta, and a medley of vegetables and spices is far m
me a | ; Itds a tribute to freedom and r ¢
forbidden from eating this dish, which was reserved for French colonists. After Haiti de

its independence in 1804, Soup Joumou became a national symbol of liberation.
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TheyHantao flag featurdsi tvgolequal horizontabbdndg of btua andl redy synebalizing ynetydama

Thenational sport of Haiti is soccer(also known as football in many parts of the wor

| tds the most popul ar and widely pla
significance. Haitian communities often gather to watch local matches or intern

ilonal
tournaments, and many young people grow up playing the game in streets, schc?lyards
and open fields. Soccer serves as both a unifying force and a source of national pride

Haiti.

overcoming challenges and building a strong, resilient nation.

d e p|the peeptecokHaiti. Ahthescenteri is the, natianal coat af arms, whichmipckides a palgn ure

bre thdgannons, and a liberty cap, representing freedom and resilience. Below the coat of arfns it

si llmetihice: @OuFWmigo nc oF ainti al a tFioniecse,. Ge nfdlea caid|r 18

clared|May 18, 1803, during the Haitian Revolution. This date is now celebrated eachHiadiaas
Flag Day,commemorating the creation of the flag as a symbol of unity and independenge fr
French colonial rule. The coat of arms was later added in 1843.

), [06LdUnion Faiwhilcdh Formoes/@ates to oUnitly

yedNahio dalachlslso rfnGatdld Biflt royn tyhier hitad dd gn
fight for independendethe belief that only through solidarity and collective action cquld
Lfreedom be achieved. This motto continues to symbolize the strength of the Haitian|peoj
,\’Hhen they stand together, reminding us that unity across all backgrounds is esseptial




Haiti is located on the island of Hispaniola in the Caribbean Sea, which it shares with the
> east
it IS

Dominican Republic. It is situated between Cuba to the west and Puerto Rico to th
Haiti lies just southeast of the United States, below Florida. The capital city of H
Port-au-Prince. |t i s the | argest city i1 n Hali
and economic center.

First Independent Black Republic (1804Haiti was the first country in the world led [
formerly enslaved people to gain independence, defeating France in
The Haitian Revolution led by Toussaint Louverture, Jéargues Dessalines, and H
Christophe, was the first and only successful slave rebellion that led to an independent
JeanJacques Dessalinagltimately became the first ruler of independent Haiti, declaring
nati onds independence and serving as it
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Hai t i iI's home to a rich and colorful ar
and cultural vibrancy. Among the most iconic are hiil@scus andbougainvillea, known for theit
bold, bright blooms that often decorate homes, gardens, and public spaces across the
Equally important are agricultural staples likeeadfruit andsugarcane which are not only vitd
fgoﬁ qurc.‘@sebpt\ﬂlgoscarrg deep thigtggical r\a@jteqor@ml@ significance. Brgadfjui tre®
sustenance, sugarcane |
centurles.
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Boukanis a traditional outdoor way of cooking in Haiti that brings people together. Fg

and share stories. More than just a way to make meals, boukan is a special part of
| culture that brings community, warmth, and connection. The smell of woodfire and
fills the air, making it ffeel we l
handdnthanble ad of st at e.
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